
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 4 April 2018
(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Ron Bishop, Tom Bogardus, Andrea Repinsky, and Emily Winters (Coordinator), 
five other members, and four members of the public.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda which we approved.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The March 2018 minutes had been distributed by e-mail, and 
Melinda had made a couple corrections.  But some folks need more time to review them. 

Action taken:  March minutes deferred until the May meeting.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna was absent, but had e-mailed that our balande is $1000, and she 
had corrected the small discrepancy in Petty Cash. 

Action taken:  Treasurer’s report deferred until May.

Guest speaker:  Derek Rogers, the new Parks & Recreation Director, was our speaker.  He 
said he wants to visit with each neighborhood association yearly, to discuss and resolve any 
issues at the grassroots level.  BCNA is working on a revision of the Nature Area Woods 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) between BCNA and the City.  Derek said he wants the
neighborhood to be informed of any City plans for the area, so he looks forward to our 
proposal.  

He mentioned several issues on the horizon.  They want to put restrooms in the Burroughs 
Creek Park somewhere near 15th St., and wondered if we think it best they be by the trail or 
by the play equipment.  There’s already water supply by the trail, and it would be ADA 
accessible, but families with small children use the play equipment.  We told him that the 
original Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan indicated that the building at the play ground be used 
for restrooms, but the Police expropriated it for an evidence building.  It also called for a spray
park by the play ground, but Derek said they haven’t settled on a location, though it is high 
priority in this year’s City budget.  

There’s a Hike Through History event at 19th St. and the trail on 27 and 28 April with bicycle 
rides, chalk art, beer from Freestate, and more.  Signs for Burroughs Creek Trail and the rest 
of the Lawrence Loop will be completed this year.  Someone suggested that P & R put 
exercise equipment along the trail, and Derek said it would have to be “prison” thickness to 
prevent damage.  Everyone was glad the fence had been removed east of the Burr Oak tree, 
but no one knew who did it – maybe Struct/Restruct.  

Derek said he wants to spread P & R facilities all over town.  He believes more are needed in 
S.E. Lawrence, an area he anticipates growing fast, such as a sports facility.  K.U. just 
launched a bicycle share program on campus, and he wants to have it expanded to select areas 
of town.  The bicycles are tracked by GPS, and must be parked in any of several GPS 



“fenced” areas, or else the meter keeps charging the user’s credit card.  Derek wants a MOU 
with K.U. for parking areas in town, which would be monitored by P & R.  The bicycle 
provider, VeoRide, will eventually have electric bicycles in the system, and Derek asked our 
opinion of whether electric bicycles should be allowed on shared use paths (SUPs).  We 
thought that either (or both) their speed be limited, or there be a center stripe on all SUPs.  The
Lawrence Loop alignment by the Hospital may go through Woody Park, and the Hospital 
wants patients to have ADA access to it.

The Oak Hill Cemetery and Memorial Cemetery are getting more attention lately.  We 
mentioned that the trash carts at the entrance needed to be hidden, and we don’t want the 
cemetery taking any more of the Nature Area Woods for a “green cemetery”.  Derek said that 
80% of people buried in that green cemetery are from elsewhere, so we suggested that there 
should be a hefty plot fee that could go into the Cemetery Reserve Fund for maintenance.  As 
for the problem of camping in the Woods, he said we should call P & R first, and they will 
have Bert Nash talk with the homeless campers before taking stronger measures.  As for the 
invasives in the Woods (and elsewhere) like Amur Honeysuckle and Euonymus vine, 
mechanical removal is best, especially by killing the root of the honeysuckle.  Mark Hecker is 
first trying to eradicate honeysuckle at Prairie Park.

Guest speaker:  Suzan Hampton of Friends of Lawrence Area Trails (FLAT) told us of a 
project she’s working on for the Burroughs Creek Park between 13th St. and 15th St.  The idea
is to rehabilitate the natural prairie plants through that section, and also to make a creek 
crossing between the Burroughs Creek Trail and the Lawrence Community Orchard.  FLAT is 
collaborating with Kelly Kindscher and Courtney Masterson about prairie restoration, the 
K.U. School of Architecture about a flood-resistant creek crossing, the Land Institute, Friends 
of the Kaw, and the Community Orchard folks.  We cautioned her that the park had originally 
been planted with a highly diverse native prairie, but P & R had destroyed it by incorrect 
mowing.  It has been taken over by Johnson Grass, Curly Dock, Ragweed, and more, and that 
will be hard to eradicate first.

Coordinator Report:  The Success By Six project held the first of their Parent Cafes on 29 
March at 6:00pm in the Barbara Huppee Center of Edgewood Place.  Rich Minder reported 
that it went well.  Beginning in May there will be four more cafes.  The park and creek clean 
up is at 10:00am on Saturday, 14 April.  Keith Muller who was sitting in from Barker 
Neighborhood said he may be able to get a few Barker folks to join us.  

Neighborhood infrastructure:  There are two important meetings coming up about the East 
19th St. project.  The Coalition needs to build on the momentum we made with the 
approximately 93% of public comments opposed to it in the T2040 Plan.  The City Capital 
Improvement (C.I.P.) budget will first be presented on 8 May.  But whoever is pulling the City
Engineer’s chain has him floating a Request For Qualifications (RFQ) on 1 May at the City 
Commission, for consultants to submit proposals to design East 19th St.  So before the 
“whether or not to proceed” question is raised in the C.I.P. on the 8th, City staff has the 
Commission discussing the “how big is the project” question on the 1st, effectively locking in 
the scope and scale of the road. 

Meeting adjourned


