
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 7 March 2018

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), Ron Bishop, Melinda Henderson, and Emily Winters 
(Coordinator), and eleven members of the public.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda which we approved.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The December 2017 minutes had been recorded by Melissa but 
not distributed until February, and the February 2018 minutes had been distributed and 
reviewed by e-mail.

Action taken:  Moved by Emily and seconded by Jenna to approve the December and 
February minutes.  Motion approved.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna had a draft Treasurer’s report for February, but it had a small 
discrepancy in Petty Cash, so we tabled it for Jenna to investigate.

Action taken:  Moved by Michael to defer, seconded by Ron.  Motion passed.

Guest speakers:  Nancy Thellman, County Commissioner, came at our invitation to speak 
about the ballot initiative for expanding the County Jail and building a County Crisis Center 
for the mentally and emotionally impaired.  She brought along some other County employees 
to help explain the details – Wes Houk (Sheriff Dept.), Bob Tryanski (Behavioral Health), and 
Mike Brouwer (Re-Entry Director).  The ballot measure is for a 0.5% add-on to the sales tax 
to raise $5.750 million for the mental health crisis center, and $4 million for the jail.  The two 
are combined in one ballot question, the explanation being that if they were separate 0.25% 
sales tax votes, the resulting $487.5 million each would be not enough for the crisis center, 
and too much for the jail.  The tax would continue indefinitely for ongoing programming, and 
would not sunset.  They also explained that, even though a sales tax is admittedly regressive, if
the vote were for a property tax increase, it would have to be for 12 mil.

The issue was first discussed four years ago to begin evaluation of possible jail inmates who 
might better be dealt with in a mental health facility – people who had committed a crime 
because they were unstable.  Bert Nash, Douglas County Citizens Committee on Alcoholism, 
and the Lawrence Memorial Hospital got involved in the effort to try to improve services to 
this population, and stop the revolving door in and out of jail.  The idea is to move away from 
a pattern of crisis intervention and incarceration over to recovery and prevention.  To do this, 
housing has to be a priority component, and transitional housing will be part of the crisis 
center campus.  The center will be located east of LMH and north of Bert Nash on 2nd St.

One reason for expanding the jail is because the physical size of the three levels of security 
don’t necessarily match the inmates’ levels of criminal seriousness.  So about 30% of the well 
behaved inmates must be farmed out to nearby county jails to make room for serious 



offenders.  Similarly, about 30% of our jail population is from elsewhere.  It’s very expensive 
for us to outsource our inmates to other facilities, so a bigger jail would supposedly lower our 
costs.  The Douglas County incarceration rate is 1.9 per 1000 population, which is on the low 
end of the scale in Kansas.  But our jail is over crowded, resulting in a 113% rise in violent or 
disruptive actions since 2016.  Our jail is one of only eight county jails in the U.S. 
commended for best practices.  Tours of the jail are available each Saturday at 9:00am and 
1:00pm, for 90 minutes.

Coordinator Report:

The yard sale has been canceled because we got only four people who wanted to participate.  
Emily will publicize the date in the newsletter and on Facebook, but people are on their own 
to put up signs.  It’s about time to finish newsletter articles and send to Andrea.  We still need 
an article on the 19th Street corridor.  The creek and park clean-up is 14 April from 10:00am 
to 1:00pm.  Emily has reached out to East Lawrence and Barker neighborhoods to partner 
along the Burroughs Creek, but has not heard back.  She has a request to Dillons for bottled 
water.  

Neighborhood infrastructure:
The 19th Street Neighborhoods Coalition (of which BCNA is a member) has been organizing 
to get the project for widening 19th St. east of Harper removed from the T2040 Plan.  Projects 
listed in this 5-year plan are typically moved into the Capital Improvement Plan for funding.  
The Coalition also wants all of 19th St. from O’Connell to Naismith down-classified from 
Arterial status to Collector status (and to Local status east of Harper).  So far, the planners 
have taken only a half-way measure of classifying it to Collector from O’Connell to Haskell.  
All but one of the 45 public comments sent to the City were opposed to the project.  The 
T2040 Steering Committee will meet on 15 March, 3:00pm, at City Hall.

There also is a very important meeting on 29 March of the Transportation Commission, with 
the only item on the agenda being the 19th St. widening project east of Harper.  The Coalition 
hopes for a large turnout so we can convince the Transportation Commission not to widen the 
street and not to connect it to O’Connell Rd.  Their support is important because the City 
Commission looks to them for recommendations, and usually follows their opinion.  The 
Transportation Commission will meet on 29 March, 6:00pm, at City Hall.

Anticipated action:  Emily will publicize in the E-newsletter the 15 March T2040 
meeting, and the 29 March Transportation Commission meeting which is exclusively 
about the 19th St. project.
Anticipated action:  Byron and Michael will attend the 29 March Transportation 
Commission meeting about 19th St., and maybe the 15 March T2040 Plan meeting.

United Way Grant and Parent Cafe:
The Success By Six project has some grant funding through the United Way, from January 
through December of 2018.  The current project is to hold a Parent Cafe on 29 March at 
6:00pm in the Barbara Huppee Center of Edgewood Place to get families aware of the 
program.  Another project is the Stock Healthy-Shop Healthy effort to get the Haskell Food 
Mart at 19th and Haskell to stock healthy food.  They also want to conduct a food access 



survey of neighborhood residents.  On Thursday (tomorrow) the CDBG Committee will meet 
to decide on funding levels.

Anticipated action:  Melissa will attend the Parent Cafe meeting.

Meeting adjourned


