
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 7 February 2018

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Ron Bishop, Tom Bogardus, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and two other BCNA 
members.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda which we approved after addin one item.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The December 2017 minutes were a collaborative effort by 
Melissa and Byron.  However, they had not been forwarded to the full Board for review.

Action taken:  The draft minutes were deferred to the March meeting.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna was absent, so Melissa gave the Treasurer’s report from Jenna.  It 
covered the period from 1 December 2017 to 31 January 2018.  There were no deposits nor 
withdrawls, leaving $73.50 in petty cash; $888.40 in checking; and a total of $961.90.

Action taken:  Moved by Ron to approve, seconded by Tom.  Motion passed.

Guest speakers:  Jill Jevons, who lives at 13th and Prospect, gave a historical presentation 
about Woodland Park, the Amusement Park that operated in what is now the Nature Area 
Woods from 1909 to approximately 1930 (records are unclear).  It included a horse race track, 
a field for baseball and football and the occasional circus, a ferris wheel, and a roller coaster 
called the Daisy Dozer.  There was a trolly line of the Lawrence Railway & Light Co. that 
came east on 13th St., turned north on Prairie, and reversed at 12th St. where the roller coaster 
was.  Jill said that in among the brush and vines of the woods are still concrete footings of the 
roller coaster or other amusement rides.

The poet Langston Hughes, who grew up in Lawrence, wrote a famous account of how, in 
1910, the Daily Journal Newspaper sponsored a free holiday at the park for all Lawrence 
children.  He pointedly notes though that the Daily Journal chastised black children who 
wanted to attend, writing “The Journal knows the colored children have no desire to attend a 
social event of this kind and that they will not want to go. This is purely a social affair and of 
course everyone in town knows what that means”.  The incident is going to be included in a 
PBS film series about Hughes, that Kevin Wilmott is contributing to.  In 1911, the Daily 
Journal was merged with the Lawrence World owned by Wilford Simons, father of Dolph 
Simons, Sr., to become the Lawrence Journal-World.

Jill feels our neighborhood has a unique part of history that most of Lawrence knows little of. 
She would like for the City to give ample recognition to Woodland Amusement Park, in ways 
like: a plaque at the gazebo in Brook Creek Park, also at the Santa Fe Depot, at Watkins 
Museum, and the Carnegie Building, along with brochures for tourists to take.  The consensus 



seemed to be that first the idea needs to be spread in the community.  This could be done by 
advocates like Jill, Katie Armitage, Dennis Brown and the Lawrence Preservation Alliance, 
the Watkins Museum, BCNA, and others.  Next, these advocates should get a City 
Commissioner to be a “champion” to promote the idea, and they also should lobby the other 
City Commissioners.

Coordinator Report:
Emily has added some resources to the website, and updated the meeting minutes.  She 
suggested the dates of 2 June or 9 June for the neighborhood yard sale, and we decided on 
Saturday, 2 June.  If six or more people are interested, we’ll go forward and publicize the sale 
on our web site, Facebook page, Craig’s List, etc.  We were undecided if we’ll put up signs 
again, or just let the participants put up signs near their own property.  Our Winter-Spring 
newsletter will print on 16 March, to be delivered on 26 March.  Articles need to be done by 
11 March, some of which will be: Board introductions, Police Chief talk at our 2 May 
meeting, Fall picnic, 2017 holiday party and pics.

Neighborhood infrastructure:
There now is a sidewalk on the north side of East Glenn Dr., from Harper to Maple Ln., and 
on Cadet for a half block north of East Glenn.  There will be CDBG funds spent in the 2018 
sidewalk gap program for a sidewalk heading west from the East Lawrence Community 
Center to Haskell Ave.  The question was raised, though not answered, whether sidewalks will
be built on the rest of Cadet and on 18th St. and 18th Terrace.  

19th Street widening and connection to O’Connell Rd. is a project listed in the Transportation 
2040 Plan draft, that currently has a public comment period going until 2 March.  The 19th 
Street Neighborhoods Coalition (of which BCNA is a member) has been getting neighbors in 
each of our neighborhoods to send letters to the City, opposing the project.  The T2040 Plan 
also has projects to widen other roads that will feed traffic to 19th St., such as 31st St. from 
O’Connell Rd. all the way east to 1900 Road, Franklin Rd. from 31st to 23rd, and 28th from 
E. 1700 Rd. to O’Connell Rd.  Also, from 19th and Harper (where the 47ft wide 19th St. 
would end, Harper is planned to be widened up to 15th St.

Anticipated action:  Emily will put an appeal in the E-newsletter, website, and list-serv 
for our neighbors to write letters objecting to the 19th St. project.
Anticipated action:  Melissa will alert Phil Collison about the potential traffic impact 
going west on 15th St.

December BCNA Director terms confusion:
Michael noticed that the December minutes said all Directors and Officers terms were reset to 
zero, because there had been confusion over whose terms were the even-years, and whose the 
odd-years.  He pointed out that our Bylaws specify staggered two-year terms, with 4 Directors
starting in the even-year, and 4 in the odd-year.  Ron suggested a solution, which is:

Action taken:  Moved by Ron to have half of our four Directors resign in November to 
be elected to two-year terms starting in January.  Motion passed.



Street Lights:
One concern is that the new Westar L.E.D. street lights are very harsh and too bright.  They 
supposedly are directed downward, but shine in our windows from quite a distance.  There is a
group organized to get the City to have Westar change the brightness and harsh blue color to a 
warmer color.   They have data from the A.M.A. and others indicating that the lights disturb 
sleep, are bad for wildlife, and interfere with “dark sky” conditions.  The group will present 
info to the City Commission on 20 February, and the Planning Commission will initiate a City
Code amendment governing street lights on 21 February.

Another related concern is that Jenna and Fred’s neighbor immediately to their east had Westar
install a 35 foot tall pole with a street light in her back yard, that has significant light pollution 
and spillover onto their property and into their windows.  The neighbor also has security 
cameras pointing at Jenna and Fred’s house, and calls the police if they are in their own yard 
after dark.  We should try to see if and how a Code amendment for lights might solve this 
problem.  

Meeting adjourned


