
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 6 September 2017

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker 
(Treasurer), Michael Almon (Secretary), Ron Bishop, Melinda Henderson, Emily Winters 
(Coordinator), two other Association members, and five members of the public.

Special guests: Jarod Kilgore & Rachel Lietz, RepresentUS, as speakers.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda.  We added a City election item, and then approved.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The May minutes were presented.  
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Jenna, 2nd by Emily.  Approved.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report covering 1 June 2017 to 31 August 2017.  
Totals: $92 in petty cash;  $685.04 in checking account.  $777.04 total revenues.  
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Michael, 2nd by Ron.  Approved.
Jenna said it’s unnecessary for her to keep $92 in petty cash, and proposed we transfer 
$50 into checking.
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Ron, 2nd by Jennifer Meyers.  Approved. 

Guest speaker:  Jarod Kilgore & Rachel Lietz of Represent.US explained that the 
organization is working to end government corruption at all levels.  Major areas of focus are: 
public funding of elections, ranked-choice voting, end gerrymandering, automatic voter 
registration, make lobbyist donations illegal, and end secret political donations.  To achieve 
these things, they want adoption of the The American Anti-Corruption Act.  The organization 
is beginning at the grassroots level, beginning in each state with city and county governing 
bodies.  They want them to adopt a non-binding resolution of support.  Once there are 
significant numbers of communities signed on, they then move to the state level.  When a 
significang number of states are signed on, they will take it to the national Congress.  They 
realize that the strongest resistance will come from corporations, which is why they are 
building widespread grassroots support.  They will keep us informed as the local effort gets 
going.

Success By Six grant followup
The grant was not awarded, but Rich Minder wants to pursue the idea through K.U. Urban 
Planning Dept. and Social Welfare Dept.  Kennedy School is also included in the project.  The 
program can be viewed at https://www.raisingplaces.org/.  Prof. Stacy White is holding an 
Urban Planning class with this as the focus.  We hope she’ll present the findings to BCNA.

https://www.raisingplaces.org/
https://anticorruptionact.org/whats-in-the-act/
https://represent.us/


Fall picnic:
The Fall picnic will be on Saturday, 9 September, from 3-6pm, at the gazebo.  Free State 
Brewing Company will donate beer, which Emily will pick up with some ice.
We need cups along with other utensiles.  Food is all by pot luck, with none provided by 
BCNA this year.  We will provide bottled water.  

Music will be acoustic solo by Lance Feyhe, who has bought a house near 19th & Maple Ln.  
Next year, we may want to hold the picnic in late August to avoid busy Fall conflicts.  We 
have invited the first year Urban Planning students, connected with Success By Six.

Coordinator Report:
Emily said the CDBG grant application is due by 1 December.  She’s researching the basics 
now, and will begin writing in October.  

Additional funds can come from a restaurant fund raiser in February, with newsletter 
promotion in January.  Papa Keno’s is no longer part of the program.  Chipotle does only 
school fund raisers.  Other options are LaParilla, Quinton’s, Jefferson’s, and Papa Murphy’s.  

The Brook Creek Nextdoor commercial list-serve is getting more active.  It has gone from 25 
participants to 200, though that’s only 13% of the neighborhood.  Emily sends a “welcome to 
the neighborhood” message when someone signs up.

November 7th elections
There will be City Commission and School Board elections on 7 November, as well as a 
referendum on three sales tax proposals.  The following candidate forums are scheduled: 
League of Women Voters - 24 September, and Voter Education Coalition - 21 & 22 October.  
Melinda will research if the Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods will hold a forum.  There
also is the Safe Routes for All Town Hall on 21 September, but it’s focus is on bicycle and 
pedestrian transportation only.

The three sales tax proposals are to renew for ten years a sale tax totaling 0.55% (5½ ¢ on the 
dollar).  The proposals are 0.2% for the transit system, 0.3% for infrastructure (streets, sewers,
sidewalks, bikeways, etc.), and 0.05% for affordable housing.  The current 0.55% sales taxes 
will sunset in April of 2019.  This election is a trial run by the City, and if they don’t pass, they
will try again in November of 2018.  

There was discussion that these are good causes, but Lawrence sales taxes are the highest in 
Kansas, and they’re also regressive taxes which impact the poor the most.  The City has 
launched a major public relations campaign to educate citizens, and the Lawrence Sunset 
Alliance (LSA) is a citizen group that opposes the tax renewal.  We wanted to get the LSA 
perspective, so we decided to invite them to our October meeting.

Announcements, updates:
East Lawrence Community Center site plan.  Michael has the City Planning office to keep us 
posted about revisions to the East Lawrence Community Center site plan.  It’s being reviewed 



by other City offices and agencies.  When Planning gets back all the comments, they will 
provide a revised site plan.  It may or may not address all of our concerns.  Once the Planning 
Director approves the new plan, we will have nine days to file an appeal if we want to.

1201 Laura lot.  Last night, the City Commission approved a minor subdivision for the two 
lots of the Lawrence Zen Center at 1201 Laura St., as well as vacating 20 feet of street right of
way along 12th St., which gives the 20 feet of land to the Zen Center.

Harper St. traffic calming.  Two residents mentioned that traffic speeds along Harper St. 
between 19th and 15th streets.  They would like the City to install traffic calming along there.

Meeting adjourned


