
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 4 October 2017

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Ron Bishop, Melinda Henderson, Andrea Repinsky, three Lawrence staff 
members, and two members of the public.

Special guests: Brandon McGuire, David Cronin, Bob Nugent, Patrick Wilbur, as speakers.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda which we approved.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The September minutes were presented.  
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Melinda, 2nd by Jenna.  Approved.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report covering 1-30 September 2017.  
Totals: $73.50 in petty cash;  $867.20 in checking account.  $940.70 total revenues.  
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Melinda, 2nd by Ron.  Approved.

Guest speakers:  Brandon McGuire, David Cronin, and Bob Nugent gave a presentation on 
the proposed sales tax ballot items for the 7 November election.  There are three separate sales
tax items: 0.2% for transit, 0.3% for infrastructure, and 0.05% for affordable housing.  This 
0.55% total amount has been in effect for the past ten years, and will sunset unless voters 
approve it for the next ten years.  Transit and infrastructure are repeats, but affordable housing 
is a new earmark.  Brandon covered these and other details such as that the current 0.55% tax 
will sunset on 30 April 2018, so if any of these fail to pass this year, the City will try again in 
November of 2018, possibly with a modified proposal.  David described the kinds of 
infrastructure the tax would pay for, such as streets, fire equipment, sewers, sidewalks and 
bikeways.  When questioned about ballot language that says “recreational trails, bikeways, and
paths”, he said that doesn’t necessarily mean “recreational bikeways”, but could be for 
transportation.  Bob explained that the transit tax is for operations to serve the 350 bus stops.  
It’s not for building a new hub, because they already have funds set aside for that.  When 
questioned on the need for a central hub, he said they actually are studying a central hub with 
satellite hubs.  Also, the City and K.U. systems don’t share funding, only operations.  When 
asked about sales tax being regressive against low income people, and that no other 
community applies sales tax for affordable housing, Brandon said they would research that.

Patrick Wilbur was from the Lawrence Sunset Alliance, a group that wants the 0.55% sales tax
to expire, and not be renewed.  Their reasons are that:  our total sales tax of 9.05% is the 
highest in the state, special taxing districts add 1% to that, sales tax is regressive against low 



income people, 30% of our local tax is for essential items like food, the Kansas income tax is 
going up and will again next year, our property tax is going up also, and it’s more appropriate 
that core City services be paid out of property tax and bonds, than by sales tax.  He noted that 
this 2017 vote is the City’s first attempt, and if the vote fails, they will try a different, and 
hopefully improved, proposal in 2018.  Someone mentioned that Lawrence really needs 
developer impact fees to pay for more of our new infrastructure.

Coordinator Report:
Emily was absent, so Melissa reported that we have not yet received the 2018-19 CDBG grant
application.  She and Emily have started doing some of the preliminary work.  Andrea said we
can probably print newsletters this Fall-Winter, and next Spring-Summer, with a third one 
optional.  We should time them so as to cover events like the April clean-up and the December
election, at the very lease.  A question was raised about the cost of a simple post card mailer.

December BCNA Board elections:
According to our Bylaws, two members of the Nominating Committee were chosen by vote: 
Byron and Michael.  And Melissa appointed Ron as the third member.  So far there are no 
potential names as Director candidates, but Michael and Byron are working on the list we 
developed at the September meeting.  Ron will try others he may think of.  We will create a 
slate at our November meeting.

Announcements, updates:
East Lawrence Community Center site plan.  Michael reported that City planning staff is still 
writing a report on the site plan.  When it’s ready, we will have nine days to submit comments.

Meeting adjourned


