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Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods City Commission 2017 General Election Candidate Questionnaire 
Dustin Stumblingbear 
 
Name, E-mail address, best phone number to contact you 
 

 Dustin Stumblingbear 

 785-766-4924 

 dustin.stumblingbear@gmail.com 
 
1. Have you ever attended a LAN meeting? Why/Why not? 
 

 I have attended LAN meetings. I attended to see the participation level from neighborhoods across 
Lawrence. I wish to hear from the leaders of the various Lawrence neighborhoods the issues they are 
discussing as top priorities for their portions of town. 

 
2. What is your opinion of LAN? 
 

 LAN serves a good role in acquiring and disseminating information across Lawrence to interested 
parties. 

 
3. Does your neighborhood have a neighborhood organization? If yes, are you a member? 
 

 I live in the Pinckney Neighborhood and am a member of my neighborhood association.  
 
4. What community organizations are/have you been involved in? 
 

 I am currently on the Board of Directors for Independence, Inc. I have worked with local activist groups 
that focused on inequality issues related to race, sexual orientation, gender issues, etc. 

 
5. What city or county boards/commissions have you served on? If none, why do you think you’re qualified to 

be a city commissioner? 
 

 I have not served on any city boards. I have a blue collar background with multiple leadership roles. 
These roles have ranged from a factory team leader, a dining services supervisor, truck commander on 
combat patrols in Iraq, member of a board of directors for a local non-profit, an elected representative 
of Kansas to a national political convention. I have served as an intern in the Kansas House of 
Representatives learning firsthand the detail and level of knowledge required to form and enact policy. I 
have spent countless hours reviewing the city code on top of all my other research that I might be better 
prepared to form policy within Lawrence.  

 
6. Would you support gathering the zip codes of employees from businesses that receive tax abatements, in 

order to determine if we're providing jobs for workers in Lawrence/Douglas County? If so, would you work 
to implement this as policy, if elected? If not, why not? 

 

 This is a complicated issue which I am not prepared to respond to within the space allotted. I look 
forward to having nuanced discussions about this topic upon being elected.  
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7. Would you support gathering information from Peaselee Tech regarding job placement of graduates in order 
to determine that they are filling jobs in Lawrence/Douglas County? If so, would you work to implement this, 
if elected? If not, why not? 

 

 I would ask why this isn’t being done right now by Peaslee Tech Center. I would work to enact a policy of 
tracking Peaslee’s placement to ensure it is fulfilling the mission that the previous and current directors 
have offered to stakeholders. I will add that we must work to ensure the safety of information against 
digital crimes. 

 
8. What qualities and skills would you look for in a planning commissioner? 
 

 An individual who is willing to put the time and effort into studying the related codes and statutes. 
Keeping all of these zoning issues at the forefront of their mind when dealing with future projects.  

 
9. What qualities and skills would you look for in a BZA commissioner? 
 

 Someone who knows and understands the zoning statutes. This person would need to have no financial 
ties with any enterprise within the governed area. 

 
10. Does Lawrence need a convention center downtown? If yes, what public incentives (if any) would you 

support to build it? If you don’t support it, why not? 
 

 I support a conference center downtown. I do not support a convention center downtown. The 
difference in the wording relates directly to public perception and it is important! A convention center 
would be used to describe an establishment that could hold thousands upon thousands of people. A 
conference center, as is being discussed for Lawrence, would have an occupancy rate of about a 
thousand people on a full day and is only proposed as being two stories tall. 
 
The current tax break being asked for by Treanor Architects would be used in financing the construction 
of underground off street parking along with an above ground parking garage east of the conference 
center.  Many people across Lawrence have demanded future downtown developments provide 
additional parking. The use of a tax incentive to assist Treanor Architects in creating the parking our 
community is asking of them seems a wise use of the tax incentives options our city has access to. The 
full proposal has yet to come before the city commission with the work session for this item taking place 
in December, over a month after the election shall take place.  

 
11. Do you support the use of public incentives to facilitate development of a grocery store in the Borders 

building? Why/ Why not? 
 

 I do not support the use of public incentives for the building of a grocery store in the building formerly 
occupied by Borders. I do not support cutting our future tax base to allow wealthy individuals to become 
even wealthier while families and individuals continue to struggle paycheck to paycheck. These same 
families also struggle to find affordable housing. It must be acknowledged that the grocery store is not 
separate from the apartment proposal, it’s all one project. 

 
12. If a development that receives public incentives includes affordable housing, how long should the housing 

remain available as “affordable”? 
 

 Any affordable housing that is offered by a developer as a result of receiving tax breaks from the city 
commission should be maintained as affordable housing indefinitely. 
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13. How would you like to see Neighborhood Revitalization Act incentives used in the future? 
 

 I would like to see NRA’s used for low income or dilapidated portions of the community by community 
members as it was originally intended.  

 
14. Review the 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Plan. Identify 3 items that you think Lawrence can live without 

over the next five years and why. 
 

 This is a complicated issue which I am not prepared to respond to within the space allotted. I look 
forward to having nuanced discussions about this topic upon being elected.  

 
15. What is your opinion regarding development in the floodplain? 
 

 Currently various parts of the Lawrence community exist within clearly marked floodplains. This is true 
of most cities across America. I’m not a fan of this as I’ve lived in a city that was swept away in a flood in 
1997. 

 
16. Does the city need to connect 19th Street to Venture Park? Why/Why not? 
 

 This is a complicated issue which I am not prepared to respond to within the space allotted. I look 
forward to having nuanced discussions about this topic upon being elected.  

 
17. Does the city need to create specific regulations regarding AirBnB accommodations? If so, what would you 

recommend? If not, why not? 
 

 The city does and is currently working on an AirBNB policy. The safety and peace of local residents along 
with neighborhoods must be considered. AirBNB’s are benefitting from the efforts of Lawrence’s 
tourism department. It only makes sense that AirBNB’s pay the same transient guest tax as our city’s 
hotels and motels pay. The transient guest tax is $5.00/night per bed. These individuals benefit from a 
public service and should pay their fair share into that service. 

 
18. Would you support the state’s proposal for a whitewater rafting park at Clinton Lake, which would be 

funded by STAR bonds? Why/Why not? 
 

 I do not support a whitewater park at Clinton Lake for environmental, public safety, and public access 
reasons. I am most certainly against the use of STAR bonds for such a project. The state government has 
a nasty habit of mismanaging funds. I do not want public dollars meant for Lawrence projects within 
reach of a greedy state government that sweeps any funds they wish to cover their budget shortfalls. 

 
19. Have you reviewed the draft Horizon 2020 update? If yes, what is your overall opinion of it? If no, why not? 
 

 I have reviewed the update and my opinion is it’s a lot of reading. This update is not concise for an 
average citizen which inhibits public participation in local government.  

 
20. Do you support getting rid of the synthetic ice rink at the library? Why/Why not? 
 

 As community interest has waned it would make financial sense to eliminate this item. 
 



4 
 

21. Do you support the fireworks ban? If so, what, specifically, would you recommend to provide more effective 
enforcement? If not, why not? 

 

 I do support the current fireworks ban. We as a community need to talk with each other more and get 
to know who is affected negatively by the discharge of fireworks. The 2017 4th of July celebration in 
Lawrence, KS had fireworks going off for 5 days straight. After the 2nd day I no longer heard fireworks 
just M-2 .50 machine guns, M249 and M240B machine guns, improvised explosives detonating, 
incoming rocket attacks, etc. I’m not against shooting off fireworks but we as a community need to 
respect that people with autism, some animals, and veterans along with many other members of our 
community are negatively affected by the continual discharge of fireworks in our city limits.  

 
22. Should the City take over the maintenance of sidewalks from individual property owners, thus sharing the 

cost city-wide? If yes, how would you suggest it be funded? If no, why not? 
 

 I do support the city taking over the physical repair of sidewalks throughout Lawrence. Due to space 
constrictions please visit stumblingbearforcommissioner.com to get a more detailed explanation of my 
stance on this issue. 

 
23. One of the city’s critical success factors in the Strategic Plan includes the following: 

Commitment to Core Services :Core municipal services reflect legal mandates and the City’s commitment to 
meet health, safety and welfare needs and maintain assets while adapting service levels to meet evolving 
community expectations. 
Please identify what you consider to be core services and how they should be funded. 

 

 This is a complicated issue which I am not prepared to respond to within the space allotted. I look 
forward to having nuanced discussions about this topic upon being elected.  

 
24. Do you think the city commission should add the 4th meeting per month back on its schedule? Why/Why 

not? 
 

 I feel that the current meeting schedule handles city business sufficiently.  
 
25. Do you support or oppose each of the three sales tax initiatives? Why/Why not? 
 

Q1: Public Transit 
Q2: Infrastructure 
Q3: Affordable Housing 
 

 I support all 3 sales tax renewals. We need to pay for maintenance of our roads and those sidewalks that 
so many residents of Lawrence want the city to repair. Lawrence residents use our public transportation 
system to buy groceries, go to school, get to work, access city services, etc. Lawrence is suffering from 
an affordable housing shortage with developers being clear that it is not within their financial interests 
to supply such housing of their own accord. 

 
26. Tell us something you hear out on the campaign trail that we haven’t asked and how you address it. 
 

 Many people have discussed the need for expanding access for mental health services across Lawrence. 
I am a veteran who lives with Post Traumatic Stress this includes bouts of depression and high anxiety. I 
have been able to use the vast resources of the Veterans Administration to learn coping skills that allow 
me to be a citizen that contributes to my community and country. I will work with LMH and other local 
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groups to see what ways our city government can assist in expanding care to more Lawrence residents. 
When we lift up one person all of us are lifted up.  

 
27. Is there a particular issue you’re passionate about that hasn’t been covered that you’d like to tell us about? 
 

 The major issues I am passionate about I have discussed throughout this questionnaire. 
 
28. Tell us a secret about yourself. 
 

 I am an open book and I will always belt out Katy Perry songs when in my car or at home. 


