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Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods City Commission 2017 General Election Candidate Questionnaire 
Jennifer Ananda 
 
Name, E-mail address, best phone number to contact you 
 
● Jennifer Ananda 
● jennifer@jenniferananda.com 
● 785-840-8255 
 
1. Have you ever attended a LAN meeting? Why/Why not? 
 
● Yes I have attended LAN meetings. It is important to understand the perspectives of residents, and that 

includes input from our neighborhood associations. As a city commissioner, it is my responsibility to 
understand the needs and issues in our neighborhoods so that those considerations can be made when 
making decisions that are in the best interest of Lawrence. LAN provides a central repository of issues facing 
many neighborhoods. However, this should not preclude commissioners from reaching out directly to and 
engaging with individual neighborhood associations as well as with neighborhoods in which there are not 
neighborhood associations or other means for residents to share their concerns. 

 
2. What is your opinion of LAN? 
 
● I believe that LAN serves an important function in our community. Encouraging residents to be part of their 

neighborhood associations and encouraging community engagement are important aspects of ensuring that 
all residents are being served. I appreciate the mission and goals identified by LAN, and I look forward to 
working with LAN as a commissioner. Commissioners make decisions with the information and data that is 
available. The more information commissioners can use in decision-making, the better those decisions will 
be for the community. LAN works to expand the information available for use in decision-making. I believe 
that LAN can continue to improve representation from all neighborhood associations and to actively engage 
individuals who are not regularly represented at LAN meetings. 

 
3. Does your neighborhood have a neighborhood organization? If yes, are you a member? 
 
● No it does not, so no I am not. However, I have participated in meetings for both Brook Creek Neighborhood 

Association and Barker Neighborhood Association, which are the nearest associations to my residence. 
 
4. What community organizations are/have you been involved in? 
 
● As a Lawrence resident for 17 years, I have been part of many organizations locally. I am including a list of 

the organizations with which I’ve been involved in the last decade below: 
o 2006-present: 
▪ The Merc Co+op - Board member, former president; 2012 - present 
▪ Waldorf Association of Lawrence, president; 2014 - present 
▪ Douglas County Bar Association, former member 
▪ Precinct Committeewoman, 2008 - 2010 
▪ Lawrence Chapter of the National Organization for Women, president; 2007 - 2010 
▪ Coordinator, Conscious Parenting Conference; 2009 - 2011 
▪ As an attorney, I worked closely with the Willow Domestic Violence Center and Centro Hispano to 

provide low cost legal services. 
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5. What city or county boards/commissions have you served on? If none, why do you think you’re qualified to 
be a city commissioner? 

 
● I believe that I’m qualified to be a commissioner despite having served on no city or county boards/ 

commissions because my professional experience in policy and law give me the practical experience and 
qualifications necessary to do the work with efficiency and integrity. The 17 years living in our community, 
doing community organization and advocacy, and engaging our community through my work, including 
work at the public library, the Merc Co+op, and owning my own small business downtown, clearly 
demonstrate my commitment to our community and make me a highly qualified, committed, and 
experienced candidate. 

 
6. Would you support gathering the zip codes of employees from businesses that receive tax abatements, in 

order to determine if we're providing jobs for workers in Lawrence/Douglas County? If so, would you work 
to implement this policy, if elected? If not, why not? 

 
● If it is a requirement to have a percentage of employees within city limits, then I support confirming that 

those requirements are met in a non-identifying manner. I would work to implement this policy to ensure 
that requirements were being met. 

 
7. Would you support gathering information from Peaselee Tech regarding job placement of graduates in order 

to determine that they are filling jobs in Lawrence/Douglas County? If so, would you work to implement this, 
if elected? If not, why not? 

 
● I believe that Peaslee Tech could benefit the community in many ways. First is the income generated to 

become self-sustaining. Until Peaslee Tech is self-sustaining through tuition and other fees, which may take 
some time, it is important to focus on developing a Douglas County workforce. If Peaslee Tech is costing 
money for the taxpayers, it is important for this endeavor to benefit us. This includes developing a 
workforce that meets our needs. It may be difficult to follow exactly where individuals go after studying at 
Peaslee Tech, but it is a statistic that would be helpful to track, and I would support doing so. 

 
8. What qualities and skills would you look for in a planning commissioner? 
 
● I look for a variety of skills in planning commissioners. Having a variety of skills and perspectives at the table 

is the key to making good decisions for the city and county. A planning commissioner should have 
foundational knowledge about at least some of the issues the planning commission addresses and a 
willingness to learn the rest. A commissioner should have a working understanding of the systems involved 
and experience working with at least some of those systems. A commissioner should have the time and 
energy to dedicate to the commission in a way that is meaningful and provides insight and contributes 
meaningfully to the dialogue. Experience in this area is preferred, but I am also open to bringing a valuable 
perspective that is not already at the table. 

 
9. What qualities and skills would you look for in a BZA commissioner? 
 
● A commissioner on the Board of Zoning Appeals should have a more in-depth knowledge of zoning laws or 

experience with property issues, as well as a functioning understanding of the impact different types of 
zoning have on other nearby types of property. Commissioners should have a willingness to listen without 
bias to proposals and the ability to synthesize information so that sound decisions and recommendations 
can be made. 
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10. Does Lawrence need a convention center downtown? If yes, what public incentives (if any) would you 
support to build it? If you don’t support it, why not? 

 
● I believe that a convention center in Lawrence would benefit the community by bringing visitors in and 

providing jobs. If incentives are requested to build this center, I would be willing to assess those incentives 
at that time.  

 
11. Do you support the use of public incentives to facilitate development of a grocery store in the Borders 

building? Why/ Why not? 
 
● Any time that incentives are requested from the city, I support reviewing those requests for feasibility and 

benefit to the community. A decision on those incentives would be directly associated with that assessment. 
If a request for incentives is made to develop a grocery store in the Borders building, and that store appears 
feasible and to be an asset for our community long-term, then I would support the use of those incentives. If 
it does not appear to be feasible or a long-term asset, then I would not support the use of those incentives. 

 
12. If a development that receives public incentives includes affordable housing, how long should the housing 

remain available as “affordable”? 
 
● Affordable housing incentives should be considered in conjunction with the length of time in which the 

housing will be made “affordable.” I support providing incentives on a graduated scale, so that the longer 
the housing will be guaranteed affordable, with accountability measures in place, the more substantial an 
incentive request may be considered. 

 
13. How would you like to see Neighborhood Revitalization Act incentives used in the future? 
 
● I would like to approach neighborhood to evaluate how they would like to see their neighborhoods evolve. I 

would also like to balance the need to grow with the needs of families already in neighborhoods. I believe 
that these incentives can provide an opportunity to evolve neighborhoods in a way that meets the needs of 
future and current residents, and I am open to many possibilities. 

 
14. Review the 2018-2022 Capital Improvement Plan. Identify 3 items that you think Lawrence can live without 

over the next five years and why. 
 
● I believe that there are many items on the CIP that residents can live without, but we must balance the 

standards to which we strive to provide and our most pressing needs. I firmly believe that it is a stronger 
position to get in front of our needs so that we are able to plan rather than respond. This is the direction our 
city is heading, and I think it’s the right direction. If three items from this list had to go, I would identify the 
training center remodel, pushing out the training burn tower, unless it is no longer usable as it stands, and 
one parks improvement, based on the use of the service and income generated by that activity/location. 

 
15. What is your opinion regarding development in the floodplain? 
 
● I believe that there are risks associated with developing within a floodplain, and those risks should be 

considered, particularly if there are requests for incentives as part of that development. Not only should 
that development be required to develop to ensure that the environmental impact of a flood would be 
eliminated and that business would not be significantly interrupted, they should be required to build in a 
way that would not affect the business(es) or surrounding farmland should it flood. 
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16. Does the city need to connect 19th Street to Venture Park? Why/Why not? 
 
● I believe that the city has a responsibility to show that there is a need to connect 19th and Venture Park, 

including a benefit to those neighborhoods or how any potential impact would be mitigated. At this point, 
given that Venture Park is not currently hosting businesses, that need has not been clearly articulated, but I 
encourage commissioners, including myself, to seriously consider the possible gains and impacts of 
connecting 19th St. and Venture Park and make a case or withdraw the proposed connection based on that 
information. 

 
17. Does the city need to create specific regulations regarding AirBnB accommodations? If so, what would you 

recommend? If not, why not? 
 
● It is my understanding that neighborhoods are being impacted by AirBnB rentals. I believe that those 

impacts should be assessed, and recommendations should be made to minimize those impacts in residential 
neighborhoods while also allowing individuals to make a reasonable income should they operate in 
accordance with regulations. Regulations would provide residents recourse should they experience negative 
impacts prohibited by the regulations. 

 
18. Would you support the state’s proposal for a whitewater rafting park at Clinton Lake, which would be 

funded by STAR bonds? Why/Why not? 
 
● At this point, I have not experienced a compelling argument for the whitewater rafting park at Clinton Lake, 

and I have seen very little public support for this initiative. At this time it appears that the proposal is not 
currently moving forward. It is my job to assess the requests made for incentives or other city support on a 
case-by-case basis. On this issue, I would do just that, considering feasibility, public support, and impact, 
including environmental impact, on the region. 

 
19. Have you reviewed the draft Horizon 2020 update? If yes, what is your overall opinion of it? If no, why not? 
 
● Yes I have. I believe, and I have campaigned on, the need to look into the future, to the extent that we can, 

to ensure that we are planning for the long term needs of our current and future residents. The heart of our 
job as the city commission is to develop the vision for our community and make decisions that move us 
toward that vision. As an advocate for policy governance, a community organizer, and someone who takes 
the vision of Lawrence’s future very seriously, I believe that the Horizon 2020 plan is an excellent start to 
looking at the long-term future of Lawrence and seriously considering what kind of community we want in 
50 or 100 years. 
 
In addition to spending time on speculating and calculating far into the future, we have to look, not only at 
the ‘what’ of what we want to do, but the ‘how.’ What needs to happen today to ensure that the vision we 
have for tomorrow becomes a reality? These are the questions at the feet of the city commission and the 
key to maintaining a successful community that is, truly, unmistakably Lawrence. There are many plans for 
many areas of the city, and it is the city commission’s job to maintain accountability on moving toward those 
goals. 

 
20. Do you support getting rid of the synthetic ice rink at the library? Why/Why not? 
 
● I do support getting rid of the synthetic ice rink at the library. While, in theory, a good use of the city’s 

resources to provide a family-oriented winter activity, in practicality it is an inefficient use of city funds. I 
have not, in my personal experience or through hearing the experiences of others, found this to be a broadly 
positive experience for users or an efficient use of the city’s funds. 
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21. Do you support the fireworks ban? If so, what, specifically, would you recommend to provide more effective 
enforcement? If not, why not? 

 
● While I believe that enforcement of the fireworks ban is ineffective, it is also a deterrent and gives the city 

teeth should an egregious violation of the ban occur or should significant damage occur as a result of 
ignoring that ordinance. If this issue were to be put to a vote, I would support the will of the residents. 

 
22. Should the City take over the maintenance of sidewalks from individual property owners, thus sharing the 

cost city-wide? If yes, how would you suggest it be funded? If no, why not? 
 
● I do believe that the City should take over the maintenance of sidewalks from individual property owners, 

thus sharing the cost city-wide. I believe that this should be funded along with roads, and funding sources 
should be the same or similar. If a development or residential home is built in an area in which there are not 
existing sidewalks, the developer or builder should be responsible for the costs associated with initial 
installation of the sidewalk. Provisions should also include addressing issues such as intentional destruction 
of sidewalks or owner negligence regarding the city’s obligations. 

 
23. One of the city’s critical success factors in the Strategic Plan includes the following: 

Commitment to Core Services : Core municipal services reflect legal mandates and the City’s commitment to 
meet health, safety and welfare needs and maintain assets while adapting service levels to meet evolving 
community expectations. 
Please identify what you consider to be core services and how they should be funded. 

 
● Based on this definition, this is meant to be a flexible term. At this point, I would say that the core services, 

aside from those legally mandated, include law enforcement, fire services, and first responders. It also 
includes ensuring safe travel, to the extent possible, within the city, and I believe that should include multi-
modal travel. I also believe this covers mental and physical health services, addiction services, and crisis 
services, as well as asset management. 

 
24. Do you think the city commission should add the 4th meeting per month back on its schedule? Why/Why 

not? 
 
● I believe that, if the commission is not able to completely discuss issues before the city or if issues are put 

off for an unreasonable number of weeks because too few meetings occur, then I support putting the fourth 
meeting back on the schedule. Should I become aware of such issues or the need for expedited decision-
making because of time constraints, then I would prefer to have the fourth meeting back on the calendar. 

 
25. Do you support or oppose each of the three sales tax initiatives? Why/Why not? 
 

Q1: Public Transit 
Q2: Infrastructure 
Q3: Affordable Housing 

 

 While I support the initiatives that the city is proposing to support with the sales taxes proposed, I fully 
support asking the commission to be more transparent in the proposed measures this fund would cover, 
through specific spending plans, such as the CIP, and to do due diligence in showing that the specific 
funds requested cannot or should not be collected in a manner that is less impactful on the most 
economically vulnerable residents of our community. Understand that these issues are vital and 
necessary in our community, in my opinion. However, I believe that we have the right to ask more of our 
commissioners to ensure that we are putting our tax dollars to work effectively. 
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26. Tell us something you hear out on the campaign trail that we haven’t asked and how you address it. 
 
● I have heard many things from residents going door-to-door. Many residents are concerned about incentives 

and use of incentives in general, whether they support or do not support them. Primarily, they have been 
concerned that this is a seemingly arbitrary process that is more in the hands of the developer than the city, 
as far as guidance for requests for incentives. 

 
27. Is there a particular issue you’re passionate about that hasn’t been covered that you’d like to tell us about? 
 
● I believe that we have to think about the environmental impact of our city’s decisions, and that issue has not 

been covered. Our environment directly impacts the quality of life experienced, food security, and mental 
and physical health. 
 

● I also believe that, when we talk about affordable housing, we have to look at this issue from many angles. 
While we are working to provide quality, affordable housing through a variety of means, we also have to 
consider the impact that working toward a livable wage would have on the families that are facing housing 
affordability issues or homelessness. While it would be a simple solution to make all housing affordable, we 
have to look more broadly at the issue of economic insecurity as well and acknowledge that many factors 
that can contribute to economic insecurity, including a history of trauma, alcohol and drug addiction issues, 
historical and current issues of race and gender, and lack of education. Providing affordable housing may 
only be a temporary solution if we are not addressing these issues simultaneously. 

 
28. Tell us a secret about yourself. 
 
● If I told you, it wouldn’t be a secret. 


