
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 3 February 2016

(By Byron Wiley, Vice President and 
Edited by Melissa Fahrenbruch, President)

Agenda (directors/core people present - Melissa F, Melinda, Ron B, Byron W, Emily)

         Introductions/Welcome

         Review minutes (vote)
 Action taken: Postpone till next meeting

         Treasurer’s report (vote): as of 31 January 2016; $32 in dues; $41 new petty cash amount,
LAN dues, expenses, copies, printer ink; $1652.97 ending balance.

 Action taken:  It is approved by vote. 

       Speaker from Dollar General (25 minutes) Tyler Oliver - speaker.  

Speaker Tyler Oliver develops stores for Dollar General. He describes the store as a small Wal-
Mart and no franchises, all corporate owned. Dollar General thinks we are unserved.  

Site in question is in the parking lot south of the gas station at Haskel and19th St. They have 
looked at this site for a number of years.   The store will be 9100 sq foot, with access on the SW 
entrance off of Haskel and also from 19th.  Propose 31 parking spaces on three sides with walk 
up traffic from the sidewalk and bus stop on Haskel.  The building will be four sided block and 
brick, all to code. (He showed the second print out that showed the exterior brick.) They will 
have a 15 year lease signed with the center and will own the land. He thinks that this store will 
be nicer, with landscaping, all four sides looking clean.          

Park and ride will be moved to the NE of site. Large truck delivery will be on the SE side of the 
building with regular doors, 30 minute unload time and will exit out on to Haskel between the 
Dollar General and the gas station. Community-made bus benches on the west side of building 
will stay, the curb will stay with some landscaping up front. There will be a monument sign in 
the NW corner of their new property and the current shopping center sign will be moved.    

The store is slated to make $1,200,000 year gross (?), which would equate to 20 cars per hour 
after extrapolating the numbers. They will have 7 - 10 employees’ full time and have part time 
jobs as well. The store hours would be “8 a.m. to 9 p.m. every day, however, store hours may vary by 
location”, according to their website. However, Mr. Oliver thought it would be 7:00 p.m. closing on 
weekdays and 9:00 p.m. closing on weekends.  

A neighbor that came to the meeting is really concerned about the impact on traffic, (lives on 
cult-de-sac on 19 St.  She stated that she experiences a lot of traffic, and is hard for her to get out 
and thinks there are traffic access issues. Also the bar is hard for the neighborhood.  



Melinda stepped in to ask that Mr. Oliver address the traffic, the bus area, etc. in more depth. 
Which he gave more information, as seen in the above information, as well as, stated it would be 
more accessible to pedestrians.  He was hopeful that this was one step to making the center more 
energized, and will improve the area.  He stated that, the owner of the shopping center was not 
spending money on the center. Melinda asked about Historic Resources Review. Tyler said that it
is being reviewed by the city. They have made an application with the city.  Some discussion 
about the planning process was talked about. He said approval process with the city is fairly 
normal.    

The neighbor is still concerned.  What times trucks came through were not available 
and addressing the traffic concerns with trucks coming on K10 and then turning on to Haskell, 
concerned that if 19th street goes all the way through in the future. General feeling still that there
is not any significant negative effect of this development. Neighbors are mostly okay with the 
project. It was discussed that possibly the east side of property could become an apartment, in 
future. Questions could be sent to Tyler Oliver of Colby Capital, at tyler@colbycapitalllc.com. 
     

 Anticipate Action: Next step is working on the plat, and then the historical preservation 
group. The timeframe on the project was; close on the land April 1, 2016, open sometime 
in the summer of 2016.   Working hours of construction was thought to be 7 a.m. to 4p.m.
or 5 p.m.   

         Update on Interpretive Signage Project, by Lane Eisenbart

Working with Henry Fortunado, wanted to hire someone who had knowledge of people. Lane 
Eisenbart is an independent contractor community liaison, promoting the events. She may be 
able to help with some programing. She had a handout and a summary of the project.   

The project is interpretive signage, Hike through History.  Henry is a walker, likes to read about 
happenings such as, the Oregon Trail crossing, Quantril raid, William Burroughs, POW camp, 
Haskell Mansion, and hopes to have 6-10 events for Burroughs Creek trail. Their goal is making 
info concise for the panels. They have run into resistance from the city and will become more of 
a mobile display.    He will create panels, first at the library, then at the East Lawrence Rec 
Center, possibly a few other places. The cultural district would be included. Branding is possible 
issue.     

Objective is to collect the space specific history, to share and preserve it; and to encourage more 
people to use the trail.  A sample panel will be on display in the Library in March and will tie in 
with the summer reading program. She wants to collect some local, personal history related to 
the trail. Stuff she is utterly unaware of, related to the trail.   

Comment - add the railroad, first railroad out of here going south, per Ron B. and should include 
something about the rail to trail project.  There was mention of a fair, which happened right off 
the trail, book Not Without Laughter, by Langston Hughes.   Melissa F suggested she reach out to
the Senior Center to get local senior stories about the trail and area. 
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        Update on Downtown Grocery Project, by Melinda

 Melinda - sent a summary to the board members, and the summary from the city.  States, 
that there is still a lot of work that needs to be done.  David Crawford (running the show),
reached out to the adjacent neighborhoods for support and wants to work with the city to 
see how they could help. Perhaps some infrastructures help.  Mayor Mike Amyx has been
involved, very supportive. Price Chopper may be looking at the location where Barns and
Noble used to be. Checkers refused the project. Hopeful people took the survey.    

        Budget/Newsletter Plans and update on CDGB, by Emily

 Emily - makes a proposal. Other neighborhoods are mailing out postcards. It costs 30 
cents bulk mailing, Every-door direct delivery.  Have to do one carrier’s route, we have 
three routes. 18 cents. Other neighborhoods use this to promote events. CDBG, not 
required. Can squeeze in three newsletters, possibly. The year starts in August 2016.  

We are not able to do another newsletter. We have sent out two this fiscal year.  There is 
only $271 left. Coordinator stated she could shave off hours to help. She is doing 30 
hours a month right now and projects 15 hours in June and July. We have added revenue 
from newsletters already sent. Proposal is to do one more newsletter, late March, early 
April. Future suggestion, 3 newsletters next year is probable. 

Postcard cost - mailing the most expensive, does not make sense, $303 postage to mail 
anything for our 1012 addresses.   6 page newsletter $847.99 total and 8 page is $878.43 
thought worth using the 8 page, sell more advertisements.  

Our address list comes from the energy bill; need to reach out to printer to get the 
addresses.  We can get from the utility companies a list better than from the city listing. 
$100 to request the mailing list, but will be time consuming. Emily did the numbers and 
thinks we can financially do one more. 

 We have 99 people on the email list and should try to promote more. 
 Reminder: Neighborhood garage sale in May. 

        Announcements

 Lawrence Transit System
o Melinda - sent email with updates and routes. (Baby steps.)   They have cleaned 

up 11th and Haskel, south. Proposing one route starts downtown, 11th, Haskell, 
15th, Harper to 23rd.  Now comes back same way. Probably not going to get the 
jog through Oak Hill. August is when changes are published related to the routes. 
They have built one bench and will not do more till the routes are solidified. Also,
ridership numbers are important to warrant a bench. 

o Also will put fireworks on the agenda on April.   



 Urban Agriculture Zoning Code Amendment:
o Melissa, in place of Michael, talked about the updates.  General updates, promoting 

smaller scale gardening, etc.  The final draft is on the 22 February agenda for the 
Planning Commission as the official hearing.  Slaughtering animals in town is a concern; 
the Planning Commission had been much divided on the subject.  This is the hot button 
issues.  So many requirements would need to be put in place. Residents have to take it 
somewhere right now, butcher shop or processing shop.  There was a suggestion that 
people become licensed to do this, like a hunter’s license.  Not sure who would do the 
training.

o Might have Sunrise Project come talk to our group.  
 Melissa will reach out to them to schedule presentation.

 Other announcements:
o The traffic letter was sent - from Emily
o Feb 13th is the Seed Fair

    Meeting adjourned 8:28 pm


