
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes DRAFT, 2 March 2016

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), Andrea Repinsky, Ron Bishop, Melinda Henderson 
(L.A.N. Rep), two other Association members, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and one member 
of the public.
Guest speaker: Rebecca Buford, Tennants To Homeowners

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda,.  We approved the agenda.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  Because there had been no motion at the February meeting to 
approve the December 2015 minutes, Michael presented them here.  He also presented the 
February 2016 minutes which have been posted on the website for a couple weeks.    

Action taken:  Moved by Emily and seconded by Jenna to approve both minutes.  
Passed, with Andrea abstaining.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report.  As of 29 February 2016:  $41 in petty cash;  
$1733.04 in checking account.  $1774.04 total revenues.  Also, BCNA dues are due in January.

Action taken:  Moved by Andrea, seconded by Ron, to approve the report.  Passed 
unanimously.

Guest speaker: Rebecca Buford, Tennants To Homeowners

Rebecca is the Executive Director of Tennants To Homeowners (TTHO), an organization that 
builds energy efficient, affordable, workforce housing in Lawrence.  They operate as a 
community land trust that holds the real property (land) in trust, and sells the house to the 
purchaser.  This helps make the house affordable because the purchaser is not buying the land. 

TTHO built a number of homes along Bullene Ave. and nearby, and are now in the process of 
building three more on 50 foot lots at the corner of Bullene Ave. and La Salle St.  The 
previous house on the lots was blighted and foreclosed, but the previous owner died without 
heirs.  So TTHO had to use the Owners Comprehensive Home Loan Program to legally get a 
clear title.  One of the three houses will be their first in cooperation with Habitat for Humanity.
TTHO will steward the new owner long term about land trust and affordability issues, because
Habitat typically builds homes and then cuts the buyer loose on their own.

Our BCNA members had some suggestions for Rebecca, and she was very receptive.  We 
suggested the garages not be the prominent feature, and that covered porches be the main 
feature.  Front porches are important to new urbanism, facilitate more neighbor-neighbor 



interaction, and provide “eyes on the street” safety.  Rebecca said one of their architects, Mike 
Myers, hates full frontal garages.  We also suggested basements for added value and long term
storage, but Rebecca said that adds about $20,000 to the cost.  They already have an additional
$10,000 for energy efficiency and garages, and a garage can be partially for long term storage.
She'll keep us updated as the project progresses.

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods report:  Melinda gave a brief report on Kansas 
Legislative Bill #633 that would compromise home rule by blocking local ordinances for 
inclusionary zoning (mixed income housing).  Melinda had alerted the City Commission on 
this, because Scott McCullough, the Planning Director, had not, even though he knew about it.
His rationale for withholding the information was that, in his opinion, Lawrence won't use this
zoning as a tool to achieve affordable housing.  Andrea pointed out that this may be another 
case of Scott being ethically challenged.

Bus route changes:
Melinda also gave a brief report on her efforts to get improved bus service through Brook 
Creek Neighborhood.  The current proposal has Route #1 as a back-and-forth route.  It will go 
from downtown along 11th, Haskell, 19th, Harper, 23rd, O'Connell, and Venture Park, to 
Greenway Circle, and back.

The transit system is funded by the 2007 ten-year sales tax, so the upcoming 2017 public vote 
on renewing the sales tax is critical.  It currently pays for transit, sidewalks, bicycle paths, and 
general infrastructure.  It's important that the new tax referendum include all those as well.

Earth Day creek & park clean up:
The clean up of Brook Creek and Burroughs Creek Parks will be on 16 April 2016 so we can 
make use of the K.U. Big Event volunteers.  It will be from 10:00am – 2:00pm, starting at the 
Brook Creek Park gazebo.  We also are cooperating with East Lawrence Neighborhood 
Association for this.  ELNA will provide morning coffee and bagels, and BCNA will provide 
sandwiches and veggies for lunch for and estimated 30 people.  We need gloves and trash 
bags, which supposedly Rena has.  We also need bottled water.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will approach Mr. Goodcents Subs for sandwich donations.
Anticipated Action:  Michael will approach HyVee on Clinton Prkw. for donation of 
veggie and fruit platters.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will contact Rena and Danni at Community Development
Anticipated Action:  Emily will look into getting bottled water donated. 

Newsletter:
Andrea is preparing the March-April newsletter.  She wants to include short biographies of the
new Board members.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will abbreviate meeting minutes to include.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will approach advertisers personally.



Brook Creek stormwater improvements:
Michael said that Cash Hyatt at 1209 E. 13th St. has expressed interest in having the City 
Stormwater Division line the bottom of Brook Creek with rip-rap rocks to reduce the standing 
water where mosquitos breed and children could fall in.  We weren't sure of the implications 
for the creek health by doing this.  Michael said that his only concern was that the Stormwater 
Engineer has plans to widen and naturalize Brook Creek like they did to Burroughs Creek, and
rip-rap may be counterproductive and a waste of money.  We have wanted this naturalization 
for about ten years now.  We decided that before taking a position on the rip-rap, we should 
get the opinion of the Stormwater Engineer, Matt Bond.

Anticipated Action:  Michael will investigate Mr. Bond's plans for Brook Creek 
improvements, and the pending Capital Improvement Plan projects.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will ask Mr. Bond to speak at our September meeting.

May neighborhood yard sale
The neighborhood-wide yard sale will be Saturday, 21 May, from 7:00am to about 2:00pm, 
though anyone can keep selling after that.  We noted that regardless of when we post a start 
time, early callers will invariably show up at 6:30am, so be ready!  If residents want their 
address included in our publicity, they will have to pay the $10 fee by Tuesday, 10 May.  In 
addition to Craig's List, the LJW and UDK, we'll have signs at major intersections on the day 
of the sale.  We'll make signs at our May meeting on 4 May.  We'll need old political signs, big
marker pens, and a list of the planned intersections for volunteers to post the signs.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will compile a list of major intersections.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will gather sign making materials
Anticipated Action:  Volunteers are needed to post signs the night before, or early 
morning.

Meeting adjourned 


