
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 7 September 2016

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker 
(Treasurer), Michael Almon (Secretary), Ron Bishop, Andrea Repinsky, one other Association 
member, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and four members of the public.
Guest speaker:  Henry Fortunato, A Hike Through History Project

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda.  We approved the agenda.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  Michael presented the May 2016 minutes which had also been 
posted on the website.    

Action taken:  Moved by Byron and seconded by Jenna to approve the minutes.  
Passed with Andrea abstaining.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report covering 1 June through 31 August 2016:  
$46 in petty cash;  $1816.25 in checking account.  $1862.25 total revenues.  

Action taken:  Moved to approve by Emily, seconded by Byron.  Passed unanimously.

Next meeting:
Lawrence City Manager, Tom Markus, will be our guest at the 5 October meeting. 

Guest speaker:  Henry Fortunato, along with Lane Eisenbart, was back to talk briefly about 
the current status of the Hike Through History Project.  The indoor panels are now being 
moved from the Lawrence Library.  They will be to be on display for the next three months at 
the East Lawrence Community Center, followed by the Lawrence Memorial Hospital, and the 
Kansas Union, and then go to the Watkins Museum.  Henry wants permanent panels installed 
along the Burroughs Creek Trail, and is researching more details.  He asked us to send him 
ideas to include.  To get Parks & Recreation funding for them, he requested that we write a 
letter of support, addressed to him.

Action taken:  Moved by Michael, seconded by Ron, to write a letter of support.  Passed
unanimously.

Proposal to meet on a different day of the week:
Melissa explained a proposal to hold our meetings on Tuesdays at 7:00pm in hopes that more 
people could attend.  Some people attend church service on Wednesday evenings.  Meeting on
the 2nd or 4th Tuesday would avoid a conflict with the City Commission meetings.  This 
would take effect after the first of the year.  We considered sending out a Doodle poll to the 
membership with the choices of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday evenings.

Action taken:  We decided to send out the Doodle poll.



Proposal to hold elections in November:
This was discussed at our Executive meeting, but we needed to clarify the implication in our 
Bylaws.  Michael explained that we would have to announce this amendment at our 
November meeting, to be voted on in our December election this year.  If it passes, it would 
take effect in Fall of 2017.  The Nominating Committee would be selected at the September 
2017 meeting, and make their nominations at the October meeting, to be voted upon at the 
November meeting.

An alternative was proposed, that we hold our elections in May so the new Board and Officers
would begin at the same time as our September-August fiscal year.  We questioned if either of 
these proposals benefited our operations, other than simply harmonizing our elections with the
National elections.  We thought not, and thought that the December holiday party was more of 
a draw, as long as we keep the business meeting and election brief.

Action taken:  We decided to stay with the December elections. 

Member List for voting eligibility:
The Treasurer is required to keep a list of current dues paying members.  Jenna keeps a hand 
written list of anyone who pays their dues.  Last year she and Emily compiled the list for 
accuracy that was used at our December election.  They can do that again this December.

Coordinator Report:
Picnic, this Saturday, 4-7pm:  Emily will buy meat and veggie burgers, buns, mustard, 
ketchup, and water.  Fred will bring game stuff.  Byron will probably make music with a 
friend, but they have to leave at 6pm for another event.  Melissa will bring a grill.
Newsletter, Oct-Nov issue:  This will be published prior to the November meeting, so 
members will know of the nominating opportunity.  Emily and Andrea are working on getting 
more adverts.  Dani Dressler at CDBG is checking on cheaper bulk printing rates to cover all 
neighborhood newsletters.  Postage would still cost the same.
Papa Keno's fundraiser:  They have a promotional event to donate 15% of purchases on a 
given date to BCNA if we team up with them.  All we have to do is get as many people as 
possible to buy pizza that day.  Emily will check dates and days of the week that are still 
available.  We would like a Sunday, because Darrell Lea plays guitar that evening.
Neighborhood survey results:  There were 30 responses, most north of 15th St.  There were 
some answers that groused about feeling not welcome and that the organization 
misrepresented them, but that seems to be a throwback from some folks in an earlier era, 
though there's no way to tell in an anonymous poll.  People liked the service activities like the 
creeks clean-ups.  The most popular item was that folks want to hold the neighborhood yard 
sale again.  We need to start planning in February.

Veterans Day event: 
We will hold this on Sunday, 13 November, from 2-5pm, so as not to conflict with the many 
Veterans events on the actual day of 11 November.  We deliberated about what to do, 
including: collect canned food, “adopt a Vet for the holidays”, cemetery clean up, or deliver 
thank you cards to PTSD Vets.  Cemetery records are available on-line from the City.  Names 



of living Vets are hard to come by.  The gestures of thank you cards or “adopt a Vet” could be 
resented and considered an intrusion by them too.  We thought a service event would be most 
appropriate.

Action taken:  We decided to do a Burroughs Creek Trail clean up from 23rd St. to 11th 
St., and end at the Gazebo.  We will do early publicity to make it relevant, and attract 
participants.

Herbicide use in the parks:
This is an ongoing issue, with implications for several of our goals.  In 2005, there was a 
community effort to make City parks pesticide free, and the City designated a few parks as 
100% pesticide free.  According to City policy, Brook Creek Park is 99.7% pesticide free.  We 
are concerned that the herbicides they use in the selected areas are dangerous, and that much 
of previous landscaping has been removed because they can't manage it without pesticides.  

Another concern is the widespread occurrences of noxious weeds in the Brook Creek Nature 
Area (woods) and the Burroughs Creek Park drainage area.  The Nature Area has lots of Amur
Honeysuckle, Euonymous vine, Poison Ivy, Mustard Garlic, and more, and the Burroughs 
Creek Park has been overtaken by Johnson Grass, Curly Dock, Poison Ivy, and more.  
Mechanical methods seem of limited effect, and herbicides may need to be resorted to.

Action taken:  Emily will investigate with Parks & Rec. what they do and with what 
chemicals.  (research for this item lead to - Lawrence Integrated Pest Management)

County Commission candidate Jesse Brinson:
Jesse Brinson was at the meeting to learn about our group and to inform us about his 
candidacy for County Commission as an independent.  He lives in our neighborhood with his 
wife Torrie and two children.  He coaches at Central Middle School and South Middle School.

Three lots at 1201 Laura bought:
The three lots at 1201 Laura were for sale for months, and recently purchased by R.D. 
Johnson.  We don't know if it is the person or the company, but the North Lawrence President 
warned Melinda about R.D. Johnson's developments there.  The lots are zoned RS-7, so he has
to build single family houses, or rezone, in which case we would challenge that.  Melinda will 
research the range of possibilities here.

Meeting adjourned 

http://lawrenceks.org/lprd/parks/ipm

