
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes - 7 October 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary), Andrea Repinsky, Melinda Henderson, two other Association 
members, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and one member of the public.

Guest speakers: Henry Fortunato, and Bob Nugent

Agenda: Rena had e-mailed an agenda to the Board.  We added an item and approved it.

Introductions: Rena asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.  Rena announced 
that we have Henry Fortunato with us to speak on historical connections along the Burroughs 
Creek Trail, and Bob Nugent to speak on the Lawrence bus system route changes and benches.

Minutes of prior meeting: Michael presented the draft minutes from 6 May 2015 and 2 
September 2015.

Action taken:  Moved by Ron Bishop, seconded by Emily to approve the May and 
September minutes.  Passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s report: as of 31 August 2015,  $24 petty cash;  $901.79 in checking account.  
$925.79 total revenues.  This reflects a payment to Printing Solutions of $758.14, which 
CDBG will reimburse us.  Jenna reported that she had spent $118.34 in August to draw down 
the CDBG balance to zero.  She bought office supplies for the Coordinator.  Michael asked if 
some of that could go to himself or other members who also have printing needs.  Jenna said 
that could be done.

Action taken:  Moved by Ron Bishop, seconded by Melinda to approve the report.  
Passed unanimously.

Guest speaker – Bob Nugent:
Mr. Nugent is the Lawrence Transit Administrator.  He first mentioned that the latest proposal 
for a transit hub is in the K.U. “Central District”, between 15th St. and 19th St., and Naismith 
Dr. and Iowa St.  K.U. is making major changes there with the dormitories and the Burge 
Union.  The bus system is a combination of K.U. and City buses, so this location would serve 
all routes well.  A transit hub here would benefit from having on-site K.U. security, so 
restrooms cold be accommodated.

He commented on the recent “bus bench” phenomenon.  There are many bus stops that could 
have enough riders to warrant a bus shelter, but they were holding off until the transit hub site 
was chosen.  Since that is not imminent, they are now going to spend on bus shelters, and will 
place either shelters or benches along Haskell Ave. at the “bus bench” sites.  They won't put 



one at 11Th and Delaware because it doesn't have enough riders, nor at the 19th St. shopping 
plaza because that is a K-10 Connector stop, not a City stop.

They do route changes once a year, with reviews from January-March, budgeting in May, and 
actual route changes in August.  Route #1 is from downtown to Prairie Park via Haskell Ave.  
We pointed out that it's faster for us to walk downtown than to ride all the way to Prairie Park 
before heading downtown.  He said they are planning a new bi-directional route (at Melinda's 
urging) that will go from downtown to the Homeless Shelter and back, along 13th and Oak 
Hill and Harper and K-10.  One impetus for this is that they need to discontinue the 24th & 
Fairfield loop at the Shelter because home owners don't like a bus stop there (the riders?).

Guest speaker – Henry Fortunato:
Mr. Fortunato is a historian and a hiker, a Visiting Fellow at the Hall Center for Humanities.  
He has been developing a plan for interpretive panels to be located along the Burroughs Creek
Trail to depict the key historical events that occurred there.  He started in 2013 with an intern 
helping, but ran into political troubles with the instigators of the East Ninth Project and the 
Cultural District.  They wanted to have too much artistic control of his idea, so he backed out. 
But now he's partnering with the Lawrence Library (using Lawrence Memorial Hospital 
funding) to display demountable panels at the Library in June of 2016.  The portable panels 
will be 3 feet by 6 feet, and travel to some 8-12 venues over a three year period.

The historical ideas he has so far are: the WWII POW camp at 11th St., Woodland Park and 
Fairgrounds, the whole Haskell family, Oliver Hanscom, Quantrill, John Speer, the L.L. & G. 
Railroad (later the BNSF Railroad), Oregon Trail, Farmer's Co-op Elevator, and the William 
Burroughs home.  He would like us to contribute other ideas for inclusion.  Some we 
mentioned were the Pendleton Family (started the sale barn), Stokely Van Camp cannery, 
Poehler building, renaming of the ATSF Ditch to Burroughs Creek.  He said that he's seeking 
grants for more research, and needs some scholars to write the copy for the panels.  The same 
graphic designer of hie panels in the Kansas Union will design these panels.  Ideas can be sent
to him at <henryfortunato@ku.edu>. 

Update on the Parks & Rec letter:
Since she proposed it in April this year, Andrea has been working on our letter requesting a 
meeting with Parks & Recreation about several proposals we are making for our 
neighborhood.  At our May meeting, we made some additions and approved it for finalizing 
and mailing.  

Andrea had e-mailed a draft letter to the Board a couple hours before this meeting, but few 
had received it or reviewed it before the meeting.  We will read it in the next day or so, and 
send edits to Andrea.  She will finalize it and format on letterhead, addressed to all the parties 
listed in the May minutes.

Anticipated Action:  Andrea will finalize the P & R letter, and then run it buy the BCNA
Officers before sending it.
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CDBG Grant application:
The grant deadline is in December.  Funding levels are lower than prior years, but one way we
can get more funds is apply for capital improvement funds in Brook Creek Neighborhood.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will begin preparing the CDBG application, and we will 
review ideas at our November meeting.  Be thinking about capital improvement ideas.

Election and Nominating Committee:
The Bylaws require that a nominating committee be appointed at the October meeting.  One 
member is appointed by the President.  Two members are elected by the membership at the 
October meeting.  Byron and Emily volunteered, so we elected them.  Byron will ask Melissa 
Fahrenbruch if she will be the Presidential appointee.  If not, he'll ask Andrea.

Action taken:  We elected Byron and Emily as Nominating Committee members.
Anticipated Action:  Byron will ask Melissa Fahrenbruch or Andrea to serve on the 
Nominating Committee.
Anticipated Action:  The Committee will report at the November meeting with a slate of
candidates for four Officers and five Directors.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will provide official paid member list of who can vote.

November meeting speaker and topic:
The topic had been chosen back in May as “Just Food”.  Supposedly Rena had lined up a 
speaker, but she had to leave this meeting early, so we don't know who is to speak.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will ask Rena who the Just Food speaker is for November.  
We will publicize it in the upcoming newsletter.

Last Newsletter of the year – Nov/Dec:
The November/December newsletter is coming up.  We brainstormed some ideas: picnic 
photos, election candidates names, holiday party, cell tower report, neighborhood map.  
Having target dates for each stage of newsletter production would focus everyone.  Andrea 
will initiate a calendar time-line, working backwards from final mailbox delivery date to 
beginning of advertiser solicitations.  She'll notify us of target dates: advertisements due date, 
articles due date, draft layout review and edits, and when final copy goes to the printer

Anticipated Action:  Andrea will initiate a newsletter calendar time-line, beginning with 
advertiser solicitations.  She'll notify us of target due dates for: advertisements, articles, draft 
layout review, final copy to printer.

Google Group list-serv participation:
The number of folks subscribed to the Brook Creek Google Group remains low.  We haven't 
figured out how to get more e-mail addresses, and the initial invitation got little response.  It is
possible to subscribe people on our own, with a welcome message that gives them and “opt 
out” option.  That way they may try it first, and hopefully stay subscribed.



Anticipated Action:  Emily will plan how to increase Google Groups participants, to be 
further discussed in November.

Weekly E-newsletter
We discussed whether we want to publish a simple weekly newsletter by e-mail, to be sent to 
everyone on the neighborhood e-mail list.  About the only things sent to members now are the 
meeting notices, picnic notice, and park clean up.  A weekly E-newsletter could have more 
events and news listed.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will consider how she might publish this, to be further 
discussed in November.

Neighborhood yard sale
At our April meeting, we decided to hold a yard sale in August, just as the students were 
returning.  Then at our August Officer's meeting, folks felt too hot and busy, so we postponed 
it until late September.  No one took on promoting it with all the neighbors to get their 
participation, so it didn't happen.  Now October is an ideally mild and dry month, but time is 
too short to pull it off.  We decided to discuss it again at our January meeting, with a plan for 
March or April.

Anticipated Action:  January discussion to organize a yard sale for early Spring.

Meeting adjourned 


