
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 6 May 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary), Emily Winters, Andrea Repinsky, Melinda Henderson (Directors), 
two other Association members, and Julie Banhart.

Agenda: Rena passed around an agenda to which we added a couple items and approved.

Introductions: Rena asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves. 

Minutes of prior meeting: Michael presented the draft minutes from the 1 April meeting.
Action taken:  Moved by Jenna, seconded by Andrea to approve the minutes.  Passed 
unanimously.

Treasurer’s report: as of 30 April 2015,  $58.00 petty cash.  $1507.85 in checking account.  
$1565.85 total revenues.

Action taken:  Moved by Rena, seconded by Michael to approve the report.  Passed 
unanimously.

Guest speakers:
Byron talked about the Lawrence Fruit Tree Project, a local not-for-profit that he is a member 
of.  They began in 2009 to promote the growing and use of fruit trees and berry bushes as 
edible landscaping.  They do educational workshops, promote access to healthy local food, 
encourage community wide gleaning of excess fruit by individuals, and mostly they operate 
the Community Orchard at Garfield St. just east of Burroughs Creek and south of 13th St.  The 
Orchard was begun in 2013 as part of the Lawrence Common Ground Program on City owned 
land.  It is grown organically by a collective effort, with community volunteers, and the public 
is welcome to pick fruit in moderation.  Byron gave a partial rundown of the many species 
growing there.

Jenna talked about her home garden on a double lot that is a native plant sanctuary.  She is a 
Master Gardener since the early 1990's through the Douglas County and K-State program.  
She emphasizes native perennial flowers, which people can pick, or sometimes she puts 
bouquets by the street for the taking (not for sale).  She has a diversity so that something is 
blooming almost all the time.  She recommends using lots of mulch for many benefits - to 
build the soil, hold in moisture, and repress weeds.  Ron Bishop reminded folks of the 
Monarch Watch native plant sale this weekend for flowers that attract pollinators.

Michael mentioned as a follow up to a couple of our discussions about Amur Honeysuckle 
that he is planning on approaching the Lawrence Parks & Recreation Dept. about their 
possibly getting that invasive plant under control in our parks and along streets.



Fireworks – City ordinance enforcement:
Melinda brought up her perennial effort to get the police to enforce the Lawrence fireworks 
ban.  There are veterans who suffer from post traumatic syndrome that is triggered by so much 
loud explosions.  She emphasized that this is a public health issue.  Others also noted that the 
billowing smoke can be an asthmatic issue.  Melinda went with a police officer last 4th of July 
on his night rounds, and said he was professional and diligent, but there were far too few 
officers on duty.

Anticipated action:  Melinda is lobbying for much more patrolling this year.

Lawrence 2016 budget hearings:
Michael and Melinda went to the 4 May budget public input session at the UPRR depot.  The 
format was a “vote with dots” for categories listed on the wall, and then a discussion in the 
round about the vote priorities.  The categories that got votes for increased funding were 
police, parks maintenance (not facilities), and code enforcement (not Planning).  A category 
that was notable in its absence was pedestrian-bicycle transportation.  Quite a few people 
brought this up, and it prompted much discussion.  Michael mentioned that with such a tight 
budget this year, 19th Street does not need to be funded, built, and opened for a number of 
years, until the Venture Business Park has tenants.  There will be a community survey sent out 
soon by the City, and the results will come to the Commission in a month or so to help with 
budget priorities.

Anticipated action:  Folks can go to the next public input session on 14 May at Fire 
Station #5, 19th & Stewart Ave.

City transit lacking in Brook Creek:
Brook Creek Neighborhood is remarkably underserved by the Lawrence Bus System.  To take 
the only bus through our neighborhood to downtown, you have to get on at Haskell Ave., ride 
all the way out to Prairie Park before heading downtown, which takes longer than walking 
downtown.  Considering the low income demographics of Brook Creek, there should be a 
much higher level of service.  Melinda had a great satirical photo of a folding chair someone 
had placed at the 15th & Haskell bus stop with “bus bench” written on it.

Anticipated action:  Melinda will push for better service.

Someone brought up a related issue of the continued motorist parking in the bicycle lane on 
15th St. by the East Heights south door for child pick-up after school.  Melinda said the City 
has given the School District an exception from the ordinance prohibiting parking in a bicycle 
lane, but no one could verify this waiver.  Michael pointed out how ironic it is that last Fall the 
City passed that ordinance around the same time the School District got a waiver from it.  

Anticipated action:  We will investigate this and take whatever action is appropriate.

11th & Haskell Recycle Center SUP:
We think our letter expressing our views about the Recycle Center flaunting the law and the 



lack of enforcement by the Planning Office got their attention, even though the Commission 
granted the S.U.P. as proposed.  Michael commented, however, that we went off somewhat 
half cocked because of late notice and no time to adequately research.  As a result we sent 
mixed messages, asked the Commission to pull the item from the consent agenda, and then 
didn't have anyone there to clarify our position.  He thought this looked bad, but others 
disagreed.  The City authorities know we are watching, and KDHE is more attentive to Bo 
Killough's operation also.  

Anticipated action:  We will do our homework better, and be pro-active in learning 
about other land use issues in the future.

Letter to Parks & Recreation:
Andrea has been working on our letter requesting a meeting with Parks & Recreation about 
several proposals we are making for our neighborhood.  The topics include:  the corner of the 
Public Works garage parcel that could become part of Burroughs Creek Park; a management 
plan for the Brook Creek Woods; landscaping in Brook Creek Park; a dog park; a boccie ball 
court; invasive species control; bicycle trail through Struct/Restruct park parcel; and a foot 
bridge crossing from the Community Orchard to 13th Street.  We reviewed her letter and 
approved it with additions.  

Anticipated action:  Andrea will finalize the letter, address it to Ernie Shaw (Interim 
P&R Director), Mark Hecker, and Chuch Soules (PW Director), and CC the Commissioners 
and Diane Stoddard (Acting City Manager).  She will then run it buy the BCNA Officers 
before sending it.

Meeting adjourned 


