
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 6 April 2016
(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), Andrea Repinsky, Ron Bishop, one other Association 
member, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and four members of the public.
Guest speaker: Mark Hecker, Lawrence Parks & Recreation; with Rowan Green, L P&R

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda,.  We approved the agenda.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  Michael presented the March 2016 minutes which have also 
been posted on the website.    

Action taken:  Moved by Jenna and seconded by Andrea to approve the minutes.  
Passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report.  As of 31 March 2016:  $41 in petty cash;  
$1818.04 in checking account.  $1859.04 total revenues.  

Action taken:  Moved by Emily, seconded by Ron, to approve the report.  Passed 
unanimously.

Guest speaker:  Mark Hecker, Lawrence Parks & Recreation
Mark was here by invitation to discuss the letter we had sent to Parks & Rec concerning a 
number of our neighborhood goals.  He first of all mentioned to us that P&R is in the process 
of revising the Parks Master Plan.  Some parks have plans, and some don't.  A Master Plan 
Steering Committee will meet for the next six months with a goal of completing the Plan by 
October this year.  He suggested we send a rep to the stakeholder meetings, and attend the 
Steering Committee meetings.

We thanked Mark for telling us about that Plan, but reminded him of the letter we had sent, 
and provided him with a copy.  We then had a group discussion.  The issues we covered were:

Brook Creek Woods Plan:  Mark said he recalled the problem a few years ago when Mitch 
began cutting a running trail through the woods, and we complained because we hadn't been 
informed.  We had stated for years that we want the woods to be a wilderness park, with no 
improved trails, lights, park benches, or anything like that.  We said that as a result of that trail
intrusion, we want a written agreement and plan that requires the woods be a wilderness park, 
and that the City must comply with.  It should be similar to the Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan
which is formally a part of the Lawrence Comprehensive Plan.  Mark said he was fine with 
that, and we can meet with Rowan to work out the particulars.  We can draft ideas, run it by 
the Advisory Board, and bring it back to BCNA.

Anticipated Action:  Melissa will schedule a meeting of our Officers to work up our 
wilderness park principles and goals in anticipation of meeting with Rowan Green.



Improved Brook Creek Park landscaping:  Some years back the 13th Street frontage to Brook 
Creek Park had nice landscaping of flowers, ornamental grasses, flowering shrubs and trees.  
Now there's just a couple scrawny trees.  We'd like the overall park landscaping improved.  
Mark said it was a maintenance cost issue, because the City Commission is putting them in 
charge of more and more areas each year, like the new East 31st St., Memorial Cemetery, any 
new traffic circles they build, and more.  Mark wants improvements in other parks too, like 
more parking and playgrounds.

Re-shape the Burroughs Creek Park where the trail adjoins the Public Works yard:  We asked 
if the fence of the Public Works yard could be moved north so the unused triangle of land 
could become available for park use.  Mark didn't object, saying it would have to be signed off
by Public Works, and they would require P&R to pay for it.  Another budget issue.

A dog park on the east side of town:  Mark said Lawrence has two dog parks, and needs four.  
They are already looking at six sites with two on the east side, possibly in Edgewood Park.  
We suggested also the acre behind Struct/Restruct.  This will be looked at in the Master Plan.

Invasive species removal:  Andrea described that the Brook Creek Woods and other areas of 
the neighborhood are infested by Amur Honeysuckle, Euonymus, garlic mustard, and more.  
Mark noted that Michael Almon had proposed in the 2015 City budget that they spend $1 
million to eradicate Amur Honeysuckle, but the Commission didn't have the money.  We 
pointed out that we don't want wholesale, ongoing herbicide use, but a one time use to kill the 
invasives would allow for planting and seeding native species.

Burroughs Creek Trail extension NE of Struct/Restruct to the River:  This was negotiated 
when Bo Killough rezoned the property from junkyard use to Open Space zoning, and was 
one of the carrots to get BCNA to agree to the Struct/Restruct Industrial zoning.  Now the City
has abandoned the trail idea, but we want it revived.  Mark didn't have much to say about that, 
and focused instead on the grant to extend the Trail north to City Hall.  He said KDOT is 
supposed to announce the grant awards in April.

Brook Creek naturalization like Burroughs Creek:  We have submitted a CIP request through 
the Stormwater Engineer's office, but it would be of some concern to P&R because it goes 
through the park.  Mark thinks P&R is a spectator on this one.

Splash Park:  This is one of Mark's pet projects, and it could be considered in the Parks Master
Plan.  We pointed out that the Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan calls for it to be at the old 
Capitol Concrete (Morton Block) site just north of 15th St play equipment.  Mark said that old 
building is being used for police evidence storage, which we noted violates the City agreement
for that building.  But it's in the East Lawrence Neighborhood, so not directly our concern.

Bocce ball court:  Mark said that would be an easy one, and that they were already considering
one somewhere.  We suggested a few places like the old Sale Barn site or Parnell Park at 15th 
St. and Oregon St.

Other parks in Brook Creek Neighborhood:  Mark said he would like to work with BCNA on 
improvement plans for other park areas in our neighborhood.  For example, he wants to 
expand the parking at the East Lawrence Community Center.  This and some of the ideas we 
just mentioned could be covered by the new Parks Master Plan.  We stressed that the Master 



Plan could be a good venue, but that a wilderness park conservation plan for the Brook Creek 
Woods should be a separate document just like the Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan, which is 
formally a part of the Lawrence Comprehensive Plan.

Anticipated Action:  Melissa will send a letter in support of a dog park, a splash park, 
and the Community Center parking expansion to the Parks Master Plan Steering 
Committee.

City Capital Improvement Project (CIP) proposals:
Byron had submitted a CIP form and letter over Melissa's signature in support of the 
Stormwater Engineer, Matt Bond's, proposal for a new bridge and creek culverts under 13th St.
We noted that such a bridge would have ample room for pedestrians, so a second foot bridge 
would not be necessary across the creek.  Michael has submitted a CIP form and letter that he 
had written, and run by everyone by e-mail, in opposition to the 19th St. connection to 
O'Connel Rd. and Venture Business Park.  He is setting up appointments with each of the City 
Commissioners to explain our position in advance of the City budget hearings.

Anticipated Action:  Michael will meet with as many Commissioners as possible, and 
report back in May.

Dollar General update:
Melinda was ill and unable to make her report.

Burroughs Creek Trail interpretive sign update:
Lane Eisenbart was here as Community Laison to neighborhoods for the Burroughs Creek 
Trail interpretive sign project.  She is working with Henry Fortunato, who told us about his 
project at our October 2015 meeting.  Freedom Frontier has granted them $4500 for the 
introductory phase.  They have scholars who are writing text for each of the signs based on 
research by Angela Murphy in 2014 at the Hall Center for the Humanities.  There will be a 
Lawrence Library presentation by Henry on 16 June, and a walk along the trail on 18 June.

Earth Day creek & park clean up:
The clean up of Brook Creek and Burroughs Creek Parks will be on 16 April from 10:00am – 
2:00pm, starting at the Brook Creek Park gazebo.  We are cooperating with East Lawrence 
Neighborhood Association for this.  ELNA will provide morning coffee and bagels, and 
BCNA will provide sandwiches and veggies for lunch for and estimated 30 people.  HyVee 
has declined our request for veggie and fruit plates.  Dillons hasn't responded yet.  Mr. 
Goodcents is donating water, chips, and cookies.  Parks & Rec is providing rubber gloves and 
trash bags.  

Anticipated Action:  Emily will ask Jimmy Johns on 23rd St. for sandwich donations.
Anticipated Action:  Michael will ask Jimmy Johns on Massachusetts St. for sandwich
donations.  The night manager is a young man who grew up in Brook Creek.

Newsletter:
The Newsletter was supposed to be delivered last week, but wasn't.  Emily is not happy, and 
will make sure we get a discount, and that the printer publishes in a timely manner next time.



May neighborhood yard sale
The neighborhood-wide yard sale will be Saturday, 21 May, from 7:00am to about 2:00pm.  
We'll make signs at our May meeting on 4 May.  We'll need old political signs, big marker 
pens, and a list of the planned intersections for volunteers to post the signs.

Anticipated Action:  Emily will compile a list of major intersections.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will gather sign making materials.
Anticipated Action:  Melinda has old political signs to reverse and paint on.
Anticipated Action:  As many of us as can will post signs the night before, or by 
6:30am that morning.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will list the sale on Craig's List, the LJW, and the UDK.
Anticipated Action:  Michael will contact KKFI to announce it on the Yard Sale 
Report.

Lawrence Facilities Survey:
A volunteer at the Lawrence Library, Logan Isaman, was here to tell us about a Lawrence 
Facilities Survey she is conducting as an Americorps Volunteer.  When the survey is ready, she
will forward it to us for our feedback.

Meeting adjourned 


