
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 5 October 2016

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker 
(Treasurer), Michael Almon (Secretary), Ron Bishop, Andrea Repinsky, Melinda Henderson, 
five other Association members, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and four members of the 
public.
Guest speaker:  Tom Markus, Lawrence City Manager

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda.  We added the Nature Area Management Plan, and   
approved the amended agenda.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Guest speaker:  Tom Markus gave a power point presentation of his first 100 days report to 
the City Commission.  He said his obligation is to make recommendations to the City 
Commission that help them make decisions, and after they decide something, to support and 
implement their decisions, whether he thinks they're correct or not.  

Starting this month, the Commission is developing a Strategic Plan for about six broad and 
ultimate goals for the City.  It will be complete in March 2017, and of a broader scope than the
yearly Commission Budget goals.  Mr. Markus has guided the Commission to adopt a 
structurally balanced budget, with a 5-year Capital Improvement Plan of projects that can be 
phased yearly depending on available capital.

As for City revenue sources, they collect property taxes and sales taxes, but he said a sales tax 
is not favored by some because it's regressive – impacting lower income folks more than 
upper income folks.  Of all the property taxes collected, the School District gets 41%, the 
County gets 34%, and the City gets 24%.  The City also gets some incidental income from 
user fees from things like Eagle Bend Golf Course, and facility rentals.  Lawrence is growing 
on average 1.5% annually, which he thinks is a healthy rate to generate revenues.

Some key issues for the City are pedestrian-bicycle priorities outlined by the Pedestrian-
Bicycle Task Force.  He noted that cities that invest in these amenities are more attractive to 
professionals, investment, and tourists.  The Parks & Recreation Department is developing a 
Master Plan that will be on the Commission agenda sometime in November.  Of any number 
of challenges at present, the Emerald Ash Borer infestation that kills ash trees is a major 
expense.  Lawrence has 3200 ash trees (on public land – more overall), and the removal and 
replacement is underway.  

Mr. Markus took questions, and listened to comments.  Topics were:
1) We like our narrow streets with ditches because they carry about 5 times more stormwater 
than enclosed pipes, similar to areas in Barker, East Lawrence, and North Lawrence.



2) We want 20mph speed limits on more of our streets like it is north of 15th St.  And we need 
police enforcement of speeders and of people who blow through the stop sign at 13th and 
Brook.  We gave him a copy of recently adopted city-wide 20mph residential speed limits in 
Seattle WA.
3) The proposed arterial status of 19th St. is not favored by a coalition of neighborhoods along
19th St.  Specifically, we don't want O'Connell Rd. connected to 19th St.  Traffic generated by 
the $350 million K.U. Central District will be bad enough without routing commuter traffic 
and game day traffic on 19th St.
4) The clutter of empty trash carts at curbside detracts from our neighborhood, but the 
Director of Waste Reduction and Recycling is not interested in doing anything about it. 
Markus said BCNA should make it an initiative before the City Commission.
5) Regarding a mayor elected at-large rather than appointed by the City Commission as is now
done, Markus said that there will be a community conversation at some point.  It's a 
referendum type issue, and the Commission will decide whether to consider it or not.  He 
thought the appointed mayor may be better because that person then has a year to advance 
their own agenda, whereas an at-large mayor would have to be responsive to all the citizen 
preferences equally.
6) One neighbor asked if the bottom of Brook Creek could be lined with rock to reduce 
puddling and make for more even flow, safer for children and for reducing mosquitos.
7) The conundrum of herbicide use in our parks was mentioned.  We don't want the poisons in 
our environment, but we don't want invasive plants left out of control, like Johnson grass, 
Amur Honeysuckle, and Euonymus vine.  Parks & Rec should use benign management 
practices.
8) We briefed him on our proposed Nature Area Management Plan, and gave him a draft copy 
(it was discussed as an agenda item later in the meeting).

Minutes of prior meetings:  Michael presented the September 2016 minutes which had also 
been posted on the website.  Small amendment in the Fortunato report.

Action taken:  Moved by Andrea and seconded by Dickie Heckler to approve the 
minutes.  Passed with Melinda abstaining.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report covering 1-30 September 2016:  $49 in petty 
cash;  $1831.11 in checking account.  $1880.11 total revenues.  

Action taken:  Moved to approve by Emily, seconded by Dickie Heckler.  Passed 
unanimously.

Next meeting:
Code Enforcement Director, Brian Jimenez, will be our guest at the 2 November meeting. 

Skate park proposal for east side:
Melinda has been corresponding with a group of youth who want a skate park on the east side.
West Lawrence has several.  They weren't able to come, so we put them on the 2 Nov. agenda.



Coordinator Report:
Papa Keno's fundraiser:  This promotional event that will donate 15% of purchases on a given 
date to BCNA will be on Monday, 7 November, 11am-9pm.  We should get as many people as 
possible to buy pizza that day.

Anticipated action:  Emily will promote it through our weekly e-newsletter and list-
serve, and will work with GroupRaise to make the web page for folks to sign-up.

Veterans Day event:
After weeks of discussion, Emily feels she's not ready to organize this.  No one else wanted to 
take over the responsibility.  

Action taken:  We decided to cancel it this year, and maybe do something next year.

BCNA election nominating committee:
According to our Bylaws, we chose a nominating committee to field a slate of candidates for 
four (4) Officers and up to three (3) Directors.

Action taken:  selected were Byron, Emily, Andrea (alternate Melissa).
Anticipated action:  the committee will contact potential candidates for four (4) 
Officers, each having 1-year terms.
Anticipated action:  the committee will contact potential candidates for up to three (3) 
Directors, each having 2-year terms.

Nature Area Management Plan:
The ad-hoc committee given the responsibility to refine our goals into a policy proposal for 
ecological management of the Brook Creek Park Nature Area met on 13 September 2016.  
Committee members were Melissa Fahrenbruch, Andrea Repinsky, Ron Bishop, Byron Wiley, 
Dickie Heckler, Beth Anne Mansur, and Michael Almon.  Copies of the draft proposal were 
presented, and everyone reviewed them.  There was some discussion whether to have Parks & 
Recreation adopt it as operational guidelines, or have the City Commission adopt it as a 
binding resolution.  We have had checkered results with P & R not following through with 
what they say they will do.  We thought there would be more assurance if the Commission 
adopted it with clear management provisions like there is for the Conservation Easement 
#3951 in East Lawrence, north of the Amtrak station.  It could first go to the Parks Advisory 
Board before going to the City Commission.

Action taken:  moved by Jenna and seconded by Dickie to propose the Nature Area 
Management Plan to the City Commission as an official resolution.  Passed 8-3, with 
one abstention. 

Three lots at 1201 Laura:
Melinda reported that the three lots at 1201 Laura were supposedly purchased by R.D. 
Johnson, but have not yet been transferred officially by the Register of Deeds.

Meeting adjourned 


