
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 5 April 2017
(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon 
(Secretary), Ron Bishop, Melinda Henderson, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and one other 
Association member.

Special guests: Helen Schnoes, Douglas County Food Systems Coordinator, as speaker.
Lisa Larsen, City Commissioner, as observer.

Agenda: Melissa distributed an agenda.  Michael requested that the 19th St. item be discussed
earlier than at the end of the meeting.  We moved it to just before the Coordinator’s report, and
approved the agenda as amended.

Introductions: Melissa asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  The February and March minutes were presented.  
Action taken:  Motion to approve by Ron, 2nd by Melissa.  Both approved, with 
Michael abstaining on March minutes.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna was absent, so Melissa presented the report covering 1-31 March 
2017:  $65 in petty cash;  $2076.58 in checking account.  $2141.58 total revenues.  

Action taken:  Moved by Michael, 2nd by Emily to approve the report.  Approved 
unanimously.

Guest speaker: Helen Schnoes spoke of the urban agriculture initiative last year to expand 
and clarify the City Code to allow more food production options.  She explained how it came 
about with the collaboration of local growers, the Food Policy Council, and the City Planning 
office.  There were several community meetings and revisions of the Code amendment, and 
The City Commission adopted it in April 2016.  The Food Policy Council has now published a
very clear 12-page booklet called “Lawrence Urban Ag Policy 101”, which can be accessed at 
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/assets/sustainability/urban-ag/urban-ag-cheat-sheet.pdf.  Sections
include: crops and produce sales, chickens and ducks, goats and sheep, honey bees and wild 
pollinator bees, special urban farm provisions, and rights and responsibilities.  One aspect that 
was deleted by the City Commission was small animal slaughtering in the City.  The print 
version can be gotten for free from both City Hall and the County Courthouse.  Ms. Schnoes 
mentioned the Double Up Food Dollars for income-qualified people to get double value for 
fresh produce at farmers’ markets.  She said that the County Conservation District is offering a
series of urban ag classes for $35 per class, and that the City has community garden sites 
available through the Common Ground Program. 

https://assets.lawrenceks.org/assets/sustainability/urban-ag/urban-ag-cheat-sheet.pdf


Creek and park clean-up:
Clean-up will be this Saturday, 8 April, from 10am-1pm.  We’ll meet at the gazebo, and there 
are K.U. volunteers coming from The Big Event.  Emily has arranged for snacks, sandwiches 
and water from Dillons, Jimmy John’s, and the Sand Bar.  The E.L.N.A. folks won’t be 
partnering this year, so we may not be able to get over to Burroughs Creek.  Michael asked if 
we might consider holding this in March next year, because March is always dry, whereas 
April is typically rainy.  But we decided against that, because the K.U. folks can help in April.

19th St. proposals to the City:
The City has requested project proposals from citizens for their Capital Improvement Plan, 
which will fund projects larger than $100,000.  Last year we submitted a proposal for them to 
delete the 19th St. widening and connection to O’Connell Rd., and we want to repeat that this 
year.  Michael reported that the organizing effort for a “19th Street Neighborhoods Coalition” 
has successfully inspired proposals from Barker Neighborhood and University Place 
Neighborhood to oppose the project as well.  

The deadline was 15 March, and Michael presented all three submittals for us to review.  In 
addition, we submitted a proposal for the roundabout at Haskell and 15th, and another for a 
Franklin Rd. entrance to Venture Business Park off of 23rd St., to be built instead of the 19th 
St. entrance.  The City Commission meeting for the CIP will be next week on 11 April, at 
5:45pm.  For the City to do an about-face on 19th St., we will have to show up at their 
meeting in numbers, and Lisa Larsen commented that that is what really makes a difference.  

Coordinator Report:
The neighborhood yard sale will be on Saturday, 3 June, 8am-12noon.  We again toyed with 
the notion of a centralized sale at Struct/Restruct, but the problem of logistics to get 
everything there, and especially to remove it at the end of the day, nixed that idea.  So sales 
will be throughout the neighborhood, and BCNA will coordinate publicity.  If folks want us to 
publicize their address, they can register with a pledge of a $10 donation to BCNA.  It was 
agreed that our yard sale sign distribution must be better this year.  On the same day, ELNA 
will hold their neighborhood yard sale, and the Intersection Repair painting will take place at 
the 14th St. cul-de-sac by the Burroughs Creek Trail.

Newsletter time is in a week or so, but we’re pinched for funds due to CDBG cuts.  So Emily 
hopes to get more adverts.  Another option for business support is “in kind” donations of items
that can be used in raffles, which we could conduct on Facebook.  Melissa said that 
neighborhood presidents are meeting regularly, and are working on a co-op arrangement that 
all newsletters would get a group rate from one printer.  

Emily said that Rich Minder of the Delaware Street Commons is hoping for a collaboration 
with BCNA on an early childhood grant proposal called “Success By Six”.  While it’s rather 
complex, essentially the focus is to provide a healthy built environment for children that will 
nurture their social and cognitive growth – anything from neighborhood parks to child 
development centers to complete streets to walking school buses to shared neighborhood 



spaces.  He wanted to meet the morning of our clean-up, but because that would already be 
busy, we decided to ask him to come to the park a half hour before, to discuss it then.

Announcements, updates:
We are overdue holding our annual Coordinator evaluation, so we set the date.

Anticipated action:  the Board will meet on 23 April, at 10am.  If we can’t get the East 
Lawrence Community Center, Melissa will hold it at her house.

Melinda updated us on the road closures for bridge work at N. 1500 Rd. (15th St.) and E. 1650
Rd. at 11th St.  The County Stormwater Engineer is Chad Voigt, who did such a great job with
the daylighting design for Burroughs Creek.  He’s not sure if both projects will be done 
simultaneously, or at separate times.

Melinda reported from L.A.N. on the sidewalk repair issue.  The City maintains the streets, 
but State law requires the property owner to maintain the sidewalk.  The Pedestrian-Bicycle 
Task Force had recommended a City-wide sidewalk fee, but the Kansas Supreme Court has 
ruled that it would be an illegal excise tax.  So instead, the City is proceeding with a plan to 
issue citations to property owners to repair their sidewalk, and if they don’t, the City will do it 
and charge the property owner.  A lot of the citizenry are upset at this as being unfair to low 
income people.  Lisa Larsen told us that the entire $1,000,000 CDBG grant from the Feds is 
gone for 2018, and that had been money previously used to pay for sidewalk gap repair.  She 
said the City will continue to do repairs of ADA ramps or damage from tree roots or utility 
work.  Meanwhile, Senator Marci Francisco is investigating feasibility of a fee on our water 
bill that could be legal if people could opt-out.  Lisa said another option, if the City 
Commission is willing, is for a 1-mil increase in the property tax.

Meeting adjourned


