
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 4 November 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary), Andrea Repinsky, six other Association members, Emily Winters 
(Coordinator), and one member of the public.

Guest speakers: none

Agenda: Rena had e-mailed an agenda to the Board.  We added three items and approved it.

Introductions: Byron conducted the meeting until Rena was able to arrive later.  He asked 
everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meeting: Michael presented the draft minutes from 7 October 2015, which 
he had e-mailed earlier in the day.  Most had not been able to read them, so we tabled them 
until the December meeting.

Treasurer’s report: as of 31 October 2015;  $24 in petty cash;  $1673.35 in checking account.
$1697.35 total revenues.  This reflects the CDBG reimbursement for the Printing Solutions 
invoice of $758.14.

Action taken:  Moved by Dickie Heckler, seconded by Melissa to approve the report.  
Passed unanimously.

Fund raising:
We considered a few ideas for fund raising.  Other than our planned yard sale, the only other 
one of interest is a pie sale.  Lilly Mason-Paden has moved to our neighborhood, and she used 
to organize an annual Pi Festival on 14 March, with music (she's a musician) and a pie sale.  
When she's settled in, we'll see if she might want to have this again in 2016.

Anticipated Action:  January discussion to organize a yard sale for early Spring, and 
possibly a Pi Festival on Wednesday, 14 March.

CDBG Grant application:
The grant deadline is Tuesday, 1 December.  Emily had e-mailed last year's application to the 
Board, and passed around a few copies at the meeting.  The CDBG Advisory Board will meet 
on 12 November to present the guidelines to the neighborhoods, and answer questions.  Emily 
plans to attend.

Our two main funding items are for the Coordinator's salary and for newsletter printing and 
postage.  We are applying for six 8-page newsletters.  In hopes of getting more funds, we 
brainstormed some capital improvement ideas in Brook Creek Neighborhood.  They included: 



neighborhood welcome signs at two or three entry points, sidewalk gaps, bus shelters, speed 
humps on the 1300-1400 blocks of Maple Lane and on East Glenn, Brook Creek naturalizing 
and culverts under 13th Street, and fence relocation at the S.W. corner of the Public Works 
Maintenance Garage.

Anticipated Action:  Michael will get some capital improvement costs for these ideas.
Anticipated Action:  Emily will continue preparing the CDBG application, and we will 
review the draft among the Board by e-mail.

Election and Nominating Committee:
The nominating committee consists of Byron and Emily and Melissa Fahrenbruch.  They 
proposed a slate of Officers, and Directors candidates.  Until Rena arrived, it was unclear 
whether she wanted to continue as a Director.  Michael suggested we formally make our 
L.A.N. Rep (Melinda) a Director if she agrees.

Action taken:  The Nominating Committee proposed an Officer slate of Melissa 
Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary).  The meeting consented to this slate.
Action taken:  The Nominating Committee proposed as Director candidates Ron Bishop
and Andrea Repinsky.  
Anticipated Action:  Byron will ask Melinda and Rena if they want to be candidates for 
Directors.
Anticipated Action:  Michael will provide paper ballots according to the Bylaws.

Coordinator Report:
Emily reported on several items she has been working on.

1. Newsletter production time line: she has drafted a time line to keep us on schedule 
when preparing the next two newsletters.  It consist of target dates for - the start of 
advertisement solicitations, draft articles due date, draft layout review date, date the 
final copy goes to printer, and date the newsletter reaches mailboxes.  The mailbox date 
should always be one week prior to the next meeting, and the other dates tally 
backwards from that.

2. List-serv expanded upon: Because so few people joined the list-serv after Emily's initial
invitation a year ago, she administratively added everyone she has an e-mail address for.
Her message said they could opt out if they wanted to.  So right now we have 69 
participants on our list-serve.  She plans to send out a message explaining the workings 
of a list-serve discussion group.

3. Weekly E-newsletter: Julie had occasionally sent e-mail messages to all neighborhood 
e-mail addresses on file, but not in a consistent newsletter format.  Emily plans to 
produce an E-newsletter sent weekly on a consistent day and with more formal content. 
As with Julie's messages, this will be the active outlet for official BCNA news and 
announcements (the website is our official passive outlet).



4. List of paid members: Emily worked with Jenna's dues accounting to come up with an 
official paid member list of who can vote.  She will have a current list for our December
election.

5. Brook Creek Next Door social media: Melinda had proposed we look into an alternative
to our list-serve, a social media site called - Nextdoor.  This isn't necessarily preferred 
by everyone.  Michael cautioned against creating a competitor to our Google list-serve, 
now that we have finally achieved critical mass for the list-serve to work.  He didn't 
want to dilute the list-serve when it was so new for most participants.
Anticipated Action:  No direction given to Emily to start up Nextdoor.

Struct/Restruct status:
Following the recent final plat of nine building lots on 12th Street, there were questions about 
what Struct/Restruct is doing.  They still don't own those lots, Bo Killough retains ownership. 
Killough also didn't dedicate Tract A (the large parcel to the north) to the City for a park.  And 
Parks & Rec has declined to put a bicycle trail through there.  According to Planning Director, 
Scott McCullough, there are so many restrictions on Tract A, including no access from a 
street, that Killough can't use it in any way that might further damage the neighborhood.  

As for houses on the nine lots, Killough could build houses to his liking, or he may have 
Struct/Restruct design and build, or he may eventually sell the lots to Struct/Restruct.

Announcements:
The Sunrise Project LLC, a consortium of Central Soyfoods, Seeds of Italy, The Community 
Food Alliance, the Lawrence Fruit Tree Project, and Optimal Living Convenience Food, has 
bought the old Sunrise Garden Center at 15th & Learnard Ave.  The mix of uses requires the 
residentially zoned land to be rezoned to a light industrial zoning.  Their application will be 
heard at the 23 November Planning Commission.

Following the Special Use Permit approval of the Verizon microwave tower at 2100 Moodie 
Rd. (Co-op elevator site), Verizon had dropped their lawsuit against the City for the 1725 
Bullene tower site.  Michael presented a copy of the District Court dismissal decree.  This 
final chapter of our fight against the tower seals our victory over Verizon.

Meeting adjourned 

https://nextdoor.com/

