
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 4 February 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary), and five other Association members.

Guests this month: five

Agenda: Rena passed around an agenda which we reviewed and approved.

Introductions: Rena asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves. 

Treasurer’s report: as of 31 January 2015,  $43.00 petty cash.  $1446.00 in checking 
account.  $1489.00 total revenues.

Motion made by Fred Sack, seconded by Byron to approve the report.  Passed 
unanimously.

Our former Treasurer had suggested we not disclose our finances in our on-line minutes.  We 
decided that because we are not a profit-driven business that has proprietary needs, but rather 
a not-for-profit organization that is open to the public, we have an obligation to maintain 
transparency in our financial dealings.

Motion made by Michael, seconded by Matt Fahrenbruch, to include our finances in our 
on-line minutes.  Passed unanimously.

We had received a request to print an advertisement in our Newsletter for the Visiting Nurses 
Association seeking volunteers.  This seemed more like a P.S.A. than an advert, but until we 
learn more, we tabled it.

Minutes of prior meetings: Michael presented the draft minutes from the December 2014 
meeting, which included approval of the September, October, and November minutes.  He also 
presented draft minutes from June 2014, which had been completed before Summer but 
overlooked after the July-August break.  We approved June, and December minutes.

Verizon microwave tower Special Use Permit status:
On 17 November 2014, the Planning Commission unanimously approved a Special Use 
Permit for Verizon's Bullene Ave. microwave tower, without ever seeing a third party “burden 
of proof” document that was less than adequate.  On 9 December 2014, the City Commission 
unanimously denied the SUP based on testimony revealing that the application was in 
violation of the “burden of proof” requirement and the Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan.  We 
had filed a successful legal protest petition forcing a super majority vote, and dozens of people 
from three neighborhoods attended the meeting.  Verizon has sued the City in Kansas City 
Federal District Court, which could take a year.



Burroughs Creek Corridor Plan:
The Verizon tower issue has prompted a rexamination of zoning amortization of the 
inappropriate industrial zoning near the site.  One of the main objectives of the Burroughs 
Creek Corridor Plan is to modify existing zoning to be “consistent with use”.  Because all of 
the business uses along and near Bullene Ave. and Lynn St. are light commercial and not 
industrial, the plan calls for the zoning to be changed to commercial zoning.  After eight years, 
this zoning amortization still has not been done, and is long overdue.  We will discuss this in 
upcoming meetings to learn how it might be done.

The Burroughs: 
James Grauerholz, BCNA member, introduced Kyle Meyers, one of two owners of Silverback 
Enterprises, an events promotion business, and two other guests.  Silverback is one of the most 
prominent event production companies in the country, with their corporate headquarters 
located in the old Zimmerman Steel Company building at 701 East 19th St.  But more than 
being a sports center, Meyers and his partner want to have their facility become part of the 
fabric of our neighborhood.  They have a plan for “The Burroughs”, a destination that would 
host community events, galas and receptions, art exhibitions, performances, food festivals, and 
athletic events.

They recently purchased the land to the north across 19th St. (which is in Brook Creek 
Neighborhood) to be used for their open air events.  They are aware that the Burroughs Creek 
Plan designates this site for a trail head with rest rooms, drinking fountains, bicycle service, 
rest area, and auto parking.  Their design will incorporate trail head amenities into their plan, 
and they intend to downzone this site from industrial to open space zone.  They have already 
downzoned their building site from General Industrial to Limited Industrial zone.  We thanked 
them for approaching us, a wise move that most developers don't do, and said we want to keep 
the dialog going.

Guest speaker:
Our guest speaker was Stuart Boley who is running for City Commission.  Though no other 
candidates could speak this evening, we made it clear that we are not endorsing Mr. Boley, but 
simply are interested in hearing his thoughts.  He grew up in Kansas and graduated from K.U., 
and his wife is from Lawrence.  He is a retired I.R.S. corporate auditor, and currently works 
part time for the Douglas County Community Foundation.  He did not think the financing for 
the Rock Chalk Park was handled properly.  He discussed models for taxation and methods of 
priortizing City spending.  He also discussed the proposed transit hub at 21st and Iowa Streets, 
the bus routing logistics, and the populations to be served.

L.A.N. Representative:
Melinda Henderson had volunteered last meeting to be our L.A.N. Representative.  We held a 
brief discussion.



Motion made by Michael, seconded by Jenna, to elect Melinda as our L.A.N. 
Representative for this year.  Passed unanimously.

Nominations for five Director positions:
We considered what range of skills we needed for new Directors, including: member 
recruitment, list-serv moderator, webmeister, newsletter editor, land use chair, fundraiser, 
event planner, history chair.  The people proposed were: Andrea Repinsky ( newsletter editor), 
Emily Winters (list-serv moderator, webmeister), and Nathan Jeffries.  We will contact them to 
see if they are interested in serving.

Anticipated action: contact these three, and possibly others, and elect them next meeting 
if they are willing.

Meeting adjourned 


