
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 2 September 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker (Treasurer), 
Michael Almon (Secretary), Andrea Repinsky, Melinda Henderson, four other Association 
members, and Emily Winters (Coordinator).

Agenda: Rena passed around an agenda to which we added a couple items and approved.

Introductions: Rena asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.  Rena announced 
that Emily Winters is our new Coordinator, and everyone congratulated her.

Minutes of prior meeting: On 18 May, Michael had e-mailed the draft minutes from the 6 
May meeting to everyone.  But it was so long ago that no one remembered reading them.  

Item tabled:  We tabled this until Emily can find her e-mail and post the minutes to the 
website.

Treasurer’s report: as of 31 August 2015,  $58 petty cash;  $1519.80 in checking account.  
$1577.80 total revenues.  Jenna asked if we had received ad payment from Blevins Auto; 
Michael will check into it, and if it's for two months.

Action taken:  We approved the report.

Guest speaker:
Charlie Bryan, Community Health Planner at the Health Department, spoke about the Safe 
Routes To School initiative, in conjunction with LiveWell Lawrence, the Lawrence School 
District, and the City of Lawrence.  The purpose of the program is to make it possible and 
desirable for more K-8 children to walk or bicycle to school, to foster better health, combat 
childhood obesity, and reduce motor vehicle use and air pollutants.  Local funding is from the 
Kansas Health Department, the Kansas DOT, and the Center for Disease Control.

The first steps began with data gathering in early 2014 to get a base line for how many 
children walk or bicycle now.  Most public schools participated (and some private ones), and 
teachers and parents completed surveys.  Even though Lawrence has more neighborhood 
schools compared to other cities (which are more walkable), our 14% walking and bicycling is 
the same as the national average.  The current round of data gathering includes more schools, 
and surveys the children as well.  

When the data is complete, each school will develop a plan for increasing walking and 
ridership.  If the SRTS program can get additional grant money, they will add the two high 
schools to the program.  The City of Lawrence is working on physical improvements to 
identified routes to each school, much of which depends on each school plan.  Liberty Middle 
School already has their plan done.



But this is more than just building sidewalks and protected bicycle lanes.  First of all, they 
hope to get Lawrence Public Works to make this a priority, because any improvements will 
benefit more than just school children.  Some parents will need to be persuaded to allow their 
children to walk or bicycle, because currently some of them fear the streets and sidewalks are 
not safe for unaccompanied children, and because they prefer “drive-time” with their children. 
The SRTS program hopes to help some families get bicycles for their children.  And they have 
begun a safety training program with instructors from the League of American Cyclists.

In Brook Creek Neighborhood, 19th St. is difficult to bicycle on, even with bicycle lanes.  
They are only 4 feet wide with only a white line separating bicyclists from motorists (same is 
true of 15th St.  Cars frequently drive in the bicycle lanes, which is a perfect example of why 
we need protected bicycle lanes.  The SRTS goal is to have a safe route for every child from 
their door to the school door.  Someone asked why there no longer is a crossing guard at 15th 
and Haskell.  Someone thought the roundabout at 19th and Barker is dangerous for cyclists 
because of visibility.  The problem is that it is undersized and squeezed in, but the standard 
design gives cyclists the option to ramp up to the sidewalk and avoid the autos.

Picnic and potluck:
It will be on Saturday, 12 September, from 3:00pm-7:00pm, in the Brook Creek Park.  Emily 
will purchase fruit and veggie trays, and everyone else will bring pot-luck dishes.  BCNA will 
also provide dinnerware.  Fred will bring bocce balls and frisbees and basketballs.  The band, 
Signal Ridge, can't play after all because of medical problems.  Fred will try to find other 
music.  The rain date will be Sunday, or else we could move to the Community Center (if it 
can be reserved yet – Emily will check).

Anticipated action:  Emily will bring  fruit and veggie trays, and reserve the Community 
Center for Saturday, if possible.
Anticipated action:  Fred will check on other music, and will bring games.

Brook Creek map in newsletter:
Fred showed a sketch of a stylized map of Brook Creek Neighborhood, and asked that it be 
included in the newsletter.  We discussed that it was a good idea but it shouldn't take a lot of 
space.

Anticipated action:  Andrea will work on a map to include in the newsletter.

19th Street connecting to O'Connel Rd:
Michael displayed some maps and photos of how the City wants to connect the east end of 
19th St. to O'Connel Rd., and upgrade 19th St. to concrete and curbs.  There was a open house 
on 24 June when the City showed a recommended design of 19th St.  Jenna attended as 
representing BCNA, told them that we don't approve of the plan, but they said we needed an 
official vote to that effect.  So Michael explained the traffic generating effects of the overall 
scheme, so that we could vote.

He mentioned that when the City platted and built roads for the Venture Business Park, they 



constructed O'Connell Rd. right up to connect with 19th St., and all that stands in the way now 
is a metal guard rail.  The south end of O'Connell Rd. ties in to the new 31st St., which will 
soon be carrying lots of traffic, certainly from Menards and other south Iowa St. businesses.  
Other traffic will come from shift changes in the Venture Business Park, and from game day 
traffic, from K-10 rush hour traffic avoiding 23rd St. (K-10 traffic can no longer get on to 
Noria Rd. so they will cut up O'Connell Rd. if it connects to 19th St.)  Much of this will then 
cut through our neighborhood.  We want this cut-through traffic to stay on Highway K-10, and 
not have O'Connell Rd. connect with 19th St.  The proposed “traffic calming” on 19th St. 
won't reduce the volume of traffic, though maybe it will reduce the speeds.  

Action taken:  The following four items were approved unanimously:
• O'Connell Rd. shall not be connected to East 19th Street.
• Ordinance 8660 shall be amended to declassify O'Connell Rd. from a “Main 

Trafficway” extending north of 23rd St. to an intersection with 19th St.
• The Venture Business Park plat shall be amended to remove the right of way leg 

off O'Connell Rd. extending 251 feet west to the 19th St. right of way.
• The O'Connell Rd. pavement shall be removed from where it meets the 19th St. 

right of way eastward to the southern end of the curve on O'Connell Rd.

City transit lacking in Brook Creek:
Last May, Melinda said she was working on getting Lawrence Transit to better serve Brook 
Creek Neighborhood.  To get downtown by riding the only bus through our neighborhood 
takes longer than an hour, longer than the walk time.  She reported that Lawrence Transit has 
proposed routing a bus along Oak Hill Ave. to Harper and out to the Homeless Shelter, then 
back downtown over the same route.  They're considering multiple route changes, so this 
particular route is not determined yet.

Anticipated action:  Melinda will keep us posted if there is a public meeting.

Ryan Robinson son's death:
The 18 year old son of Ryan Robinson, one of the Silverback owners, was killed a couple 
weeks ago on K-10.  We want to send him a sympathy card.

Anticipated action:  Emily will buy a sympathy card and Rena will sign it from BCNA.

Fireworks – City ordinance enforcement:
Melinda mentioned again that illegal fireworks is a public health issue because the explosions 
trigger post traumatic stress syndrome in many veterans.  She asked for an organization vote 
to support rigorous enforcement of the fireworks ban.

Action taken:  We took and official position supporting the ban, and allowing Melinda 
to push for more rigorous enforcement of the fireworks ban.

Meeting adjourned 


