
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 2 November 2016

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Melissa Fahrenbruch (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Jenna Coker 
(Treasurer), Michael Almon (Secretary), Ron Bishop, Andrea Repinsky, two other Association
members, Emily Winters (Coordinator), and four members of the public.
Guest speaker:  Nick Ward, Lawrence Skaters Association

Agenda: Michael distributed an agenda.  Brian Jimenez hadn't arrived, so Nick Ward was 
moved to the top of the agenda.

Introductions: Byron opened the meeting, and asked everyone in the room to introduce 
themselves.  (Melissa arrived at 7:07pm, and facilitated from then on).

Guest speaker:  Nick Ward of the Lawrence Skaters Association (LSA) was accompanied by 
three other members of the group.  They are proposing that the City of Lawrence work with 
them in creating a skateboard park on the east side of town.  There currently are three 
skateboard parks in Lawrence, all on the west side – Centennial Park, Holcom park, and 
Deerfield School.  LSA had built a DIY skateboard park in the Kansas River Conservation 
Easement north of the Amtrak station.  They hadn't known that the easement is legally a 
wilderness area, with no structures allowed.  So the City came in and removed the skate park.

LSA then met with the City Attorney and Parks & Recreation, who provided LSA with several
dozen locations that could accommodate a skateboard park.  LSA wants to have a co-operative
agreement with the City, similar to the mountain bike trail along the north bank of the Kansas 
River, that was created and is maintained by a private group, but on City land.  They have 
narrowed down the list of sites to three – Hobbs Park, Jim McSwain Park, and Edgewood Park
(the unused tennis court).  Edgewood Park is their preferred, but the Scary Larry Bike Polo 
group is using it, so both groups are working on a swap.  Scary Larry would move to Jim 
McSwain Park, and LSA would use Edgewood Park.

This arrangement seems acceptable to Brook Creek Neighborhood.  The park closes at 
10:45pm, and skateboarding is a quiet sport with no hooting and cheering like at the softball 
field adjacent to the skateboard site.  Just the same, LSA is willing to talk with the neighbors 
who live on the cul-de-sac of Rose Lane next to the tennis court, to make sure they know of 
the LSA proposal.

Action taken:  Moved by Michael, seconded by Ron to write a letter of endorsement for 
the LSA proposal, contingent on LSA talking with the neighbors on the cul-de-sac of 
Rose Ln.  Motion passed.
Anticipated action:  Emily will draft the letter for Melissa to sign.
Anticipated action:  Melissa will send the letter to the City Commission, once she 
knows LSA has talked with the Rose Ln. neighbors. 



Minutes of prior meeting:  Michael presented the October 2016 minutes which had also been
posted on the website.

Action taken:  Moved by Ron and seconded by Jenna to approve the minutes.  Passed 
unanimously.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna presented the report covering 1-31 October 2016:  $52 in petty 
cash;  $1906.11 in checking account.  $1958.11 total revenues.  

Action taken:  Moved by Andrea and seconded by Fred to approve the report.  Passed 
unanimously.

Next meetings:
Our 7 December general meeting will be the Board and Officers election, and holiday party. 
On 4 January 2017, we decided to hold an executive meeting of Directors and Officers only.

Coordinator Report:
Papa Keno's fundraiser:  This will be on Monday, 7 November, 11am-9pm.  We met the 20 
participants threshold.   Get as many people as possible to buy pizza that day.
CDBG grant application:  It is due on 1 December, and Emily and Jenna will collaborate in 
preparing it.

Anticipated action:  Emily will share a draft with the Board in advance of submitting it.
Meeting day survey results:  Only two people responded.

Action taken:  We decided there's no pressing reason to change our meeting day from 
the first Wednesday.

BCNA election nominating committee:
Byron, Emily, Andrea are the nominating committee, and they've confirmed the Officers 
candidates of: Byron for Vice President, Jenna for Treasurer, and Michael for Secretary.  But 
after an extensive search, they have not found anyone interested in being President (Melissa 
has moved to New York St. in the East Lawrence Neighborhood).

Anticipated action:  the committee will continue contacting potential candidates for 
President, and requests anyone to bring them suggestions.
Anticipated action:  Michael will prepare a ballot with the names we already have, plus 
open slots for nominations from the floor.

Burroughs Creek Addition:
The nine residential lots along 12th St. that formerly were the industrial salvage yard are now 
owned by Struct/Restruct.  They are removing the sheet metal fence in anticipation of 
someone building there.  There are many legal requirements to be met by anyone who 
develops these lots.  The Planning Commission and City Commission approved a plat and a 
development plan, both of which contain conditions.  The lots are almost entirely in the 100 
year floodplain, and a developer must fill to two feet above flood level (Eric Jay had testified 
at the Planning Commission that they might elevate the houses on concrete pillars).  These 
considerations are not of concern, because any developer will be required to comply.



There are two remaining documents that still need to be completed by the property owner:      
a site plan which shows the plans in detail, and the floodplain fill permit.  Byron said he would
like to invite Eric Jay and Matt Jones of Struct/Restruct to our meeting to learn what may be 
proposed in these two documents.  Michael agreed, and said he hoped we might learn more 
about the design of the houses as well.  Emily thought that Struct/Restruct would sell the lots, 
and leave the design and building to the purchasers.  But Struct/Restruct is a design-build 
contractor who may be hired by lot purchasers to do that.

Action taken:  We decided to invite Eric and Matt to our 4 January general meeting.
Anticipated action:  Emily will ask them to be our January speakers.

Nature Area Management Plan:
Following our adoption of a Nature Area Management Plan last month, Michael formatted it 
into a Resolution for the City Commission.  We reviewed it item by item for accuracy.  We had
decided last month to first send it to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board before going to 
the City Commission.

Anticipated action:  Melissa will send a letter and the City Commission Resolution for 
the Nature Area Management Plan to the Parks & Rec Advisory Board.

Cut-through & speeding traffic:
The problems of cut-through & speeding traffic in our neighborhood has been a big concern 
for 21 years.  Attempted solutions between 1995 and 2001 proved not to work, and 
instructions by the City Commission in 2001 for the Traffic Engineer to come up with a 
solution never happened.  BCNA made a new proposal in January of this year to control the 
problems on Oak Hill Ave., Maple Lane, and East Glenn Dr.   

On 6 June 2016, the Traffic Safety Commission (TSC) recommended the City Commission 
approve traffic calming on Maple Lane and on Oak Hill Ave., as a general principle.  
However, they didn't recommend specific methods, because our ideas for turn restrictions, 
partial street closures, or a roundabout at 15th and Haskell were not in our initial request, but 
only mentioned at their meeting.  The TSC recommended the City Commission deny traffic 
calming on East Glenn Dr., because it's speed limit is 30mph.

It took more than three months before the City Commission discussed the TSC's 
recommendations on 20 September 2016.  They agreed with all the TSC recommendations, 
but they referred all three back to the TSC for further study, and directed the Traffic Engineer 
to meet with BCNA to develop specific methods of controlling cut-through & speeding traffic.
The BCNA President, Vice President, Secretary, and one Director met with David Woosley on 
19 October to get down to brass tacks in detail.

The Officers and Mr. Woosley looked at the full range of considerations including: stop signs 
do not calm traffic, Oak Hill yield signs aren't working, 20mph north of 15th isn't working, 
enforcement is non-existent, our 2008 request for a 15th & Haskell roundabout has been 
ignored, speed humps are not allowed on Oak Hill, it would take 18 speed humps at $8000 
each and the City has a backlog of 21 unfunded projects now,  chicanes are equally cost-
prohibitive, partial street closures at all the side streets are equally cost-prohibitive and would 



be 24/7/365.  The one method that costs little and could be installed quickly and would affect 
people only for five hours and only on weekdays are turn restrictions at the streets turning 
north off of 15th St.  Mr. Woosley also said that traffic calming on East Glenn Dr. would be 
considered only if the speed limit were lowered to 20mph, so he advised we request that as our
first step for East Glenn Dr.

Following the City Commission's direction, and with Mr. Woosley's advice, BCNA requested 
the TSC lower the speed limit to 20mph for East Glenn Dr., and place limited-hours turn 
restrictions on the streets turning north off of 15th St.  We pondered if we wanted similar turn 
restrictions off of Haskell at 12th and 13th, but withdrew that as limiting access too much.

Before the TSC heard our requests for specific methods on 7 November 2016, our Coordinator
published our ideas in the weekly E-newsletter and on our Facebook page.  Unfortunately, this
was the first notice of our ideas to the neighborhood, because prior to meeting with David 
Woosley, there were no specific methods to discuss, only general requests for “traffic 
calming”.  Nevertheless, e-mail traffic indicated that a few neighbors thought BCNA was 
acting without their consent.

We knew that any November TSC decision wouldn't go to the City Commission before two 
months or more, that it would probably then take more months for the signs to be installed, 
that we were requesting the signs be placed on a trial basis, and that we intended to hold a 
neighborhood forum in that long time- period for all neighbors to have an opportunity to 
chime in.  But the clock was ticking on the TSC, which was to be abolished at the end of this 
year, so we wanted to have them address this before they ceased to exist.  After impassioned 
debate over the possible implications, we took the following steps.

Action taken:  We decided to proceed with the TSC request for East Glenn Dr. 20mph 
speed limit.
Action taken:  We decided to proceed with the TSC request for limited-hours turn 
restrictions on the streets turning north off of 15th St., AND that this be done on a six-
month trial basis.
Action taken:  We decided to withdraw the TSC request for limited-hours turn 
restrictions on the streets turning east off of Haskell Ave.
Action taken:  We decided to hold a neighborhood forum in February to provide anyone 
with concerns the opportunity to voice their opinion.
Anticipated action:  If after a neighborhood forum and a six-month trial period, the 
neighborhood is unsatisfied with the results, we would ask the City to remove the signs.

Three lots at 1201 Laura:
The three lots at 1201 Laura were supposedly purchased, but have not yet been transferred 
officially by the Register of Deeds.  We wondered if a new owner may try to rezone for multi-
family (it's actually one big lot).  Melissa said there shouldn't be much motivation for that, 
because the apartments at 13th and Maple Lane are mostly empty.

Meeting adjourned 


