
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Meeting Minutes, 2 December 2015

(by Michael Almon, Secretary)

Present: Rena Figures (President), Byron Wiley (Vice President), Michael Almon (Secretary),
Andrea Repinsky, Melinda Henderson (L.A.N. Rep), ten other Association members, Emily 
Winters (Coordinator), and one member of the public.

Guest speakers: none

Agenda: Rena distributed an agenda, to which Michael added items concerning the election 
and two others items.  We and approved the agenda as amended.

Introductions: Rena asked everyone in the room to introduce themselves.

Minutes of prior meetings:  Michael presented the draft minutes from 7 October 2015 and 4 
November 2015, which had been posted to our website a week or more prior.  

Action taken:  Moved by Emily and seconded by Rena to approve both minutes.  Passed
unanimously.

Treasurer’s report:  Jenna was ill and not in attendance, so Fred Sack presented the report. 
As of 30 November 2015;  $24 in petty cash;  $1704.35 in checking account.  $1728.35 total 
revenues.  Also, BCNA dues are due in January.

Action taken:  Moved by Rena and seconded by Andrea to approve the report.  
Passed unanimously.

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods report:  Melinda gave a brief report, and said 
L.A.N. is having their elections next week.  She also has informed L.A.N. about our effort to 
get Lawrence to more aggressively enforce the fireworks ban.

Coordinator report:  Emily said the CDBG grant application has been submitted, for our 
standard items but not for capital improvement items.

She gave a description of how the Next Door on-line forum works.  It's like a e-mail list-serv, 
but actually is a social networking web site run by a private company.  Subscribers receive an 
e-mail notice, and then log onto the web site to read messages.  You can also get a smart phone
ap that allows you to read them on your phone.  We want to emphasize our neighborhood 
using our own list-serv, but Next Door can reach other people and neighborhoods, so it's a 
good way of drawing in new members and coordinating with other neighborhoods.  Our list-
serv is better for round-robin discussions.  Emily will include Next Door in our suite of 
communications options.



The Parks & Recreation request letter had been sent by Rena to P & R last month.  She got a 
brief response saying they would like to meet.  We discussed if we wanted to have them come 
to one of our meetings, or for the Officers to meet with them in a smaller setting.  We decided 
that February would be preffered.

Anticipated action:  Emily will contact P & R to get their preferences.

Officer's meeting in January:
Without a general membership meeting in January, we decided to have our Board visioning 
and planning meeting instead.  All members are welcome to attend.

Action taken:  We will meet on Wednesday, 6 January, at the E.L. Community Center.
Anticipated action:  Emily will make sure the space is available, and make future 
meeting reservations too.

Spring events:
Our Spring Clean Up of the two creeks and parks will be on 16 April 2016 so we can make 
use of the K.U. Big Event volunteers.  Our idea for a Pi Party on March 14 2016 (3.1416) may
not happen because Lily Mason is resettling into a new house and working as a midwife, so 
she may be too busy to take it on.  She isn't yet living in Brook Creek Neighborhood either.

Recap of 2015 accomplishments:
2015 was a successful year in many respects.  We forced Verizon Wireless to move their 
proposed microwave tower to an industrial location by the grain elevators.  We prompted 
Lawrence Transit to plan for a new bus route through Brook Creek, and we used street art to 
get them to place bus benches at more bus stops.  We got the Police Dept. to be more diligent 
enforcing the fireworks ban.  We held a very successful park and creek cleanup.  We had a 
very nice Fall picnic in the park with Signal Ridge as our musicians.  We formed a new 
relationship with Silverback on 19th St. to support their Burroughs Project.  We made a great 
leap in hiring Emily as our new Coordinator, and she has beefed up the list-serve, and spruced 
up the web site and FaceBook page too.

Miscellaneous:
Mark Taylor gave us his archive of BCNA newsletters and meeting materials and other 
articles.  They go back into the 1990's when he was President.  He said that only a month after 
he was elected, the new County Jail location was proposed for Brook Creek Woods, one of our
earliest battles to protect our neighborhood.  

Dickie Heckler brought up concerns about parking downtown.  Doug Compton has received 
approval to build apartments at the 8th & New Hampshire corner where  Pachamama's had 
been.  But even though he got beau coup tax benefits, he doesn't have to provide parking for 
his tenants.  East Lawrence Neighborhood Association is very upset about the parking 
spillover into their neighborhood.



Election of Board and Officers:
Michael had election materials ready: list of nominees from the Nominating Committee, 
biographies of the nominees, and ballots.  Emily verified the names of paid members while 
Fred issued member cards for recently paying members.  Rena declared the Director and 
Officer nominations at proposed and asked if they accept nomination.  The current Officers 
voted to accept the slate of nominees.  Rena asked if there were any nominations from the 
floor, which they're weren't.  The nominees made brief presentations about themselves, 
followed by a brief discussion.

The nominees from the Nominating Committee were:

Melissa Fahrenbruch for President

Byron Wiley for Vice President

Jenna Coker for Treasurer

Michael Almon for Secretary

Rena Figures for Director

Andrea Repinsky for Director

Ron Bishop for Director

Melinda Henderson for Director

Action taken:  Since there were no other nominees than these, Tom Bogardis moved that
we elect them by acclimation, seconded by Tom Generearux.
Action taken:  The entire slate was elected unanimously by acclimation

Meeting adjourned 

Winter Holiday Party


